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ABSTRACT

This study examines the linkage between decentralization and communal
conflict in Indonesia (2008-2014) and identifying other determinants of communal
conflict. Data comes from respectively the 2008, 2011, and 2014 Village
Potential Census (PODES) and official statistics which consists of communal
conflict information across all Indonesia’s villages within regencies (N villages =
75.000, N regencies = 510). This study frames the concept of the linkage
between three types decentralization and communal conflict in several ways.
First, communal conflict varied within regencies and villages key factors. In
regencies level, communal conflict associates with three types of decentralization
as measured by Schneider (2003), e.g: Administrative Decentralization, Fiscal
Decentralization, and Political Decentralization. In other case, in regency level,
We operationalize other measures, e.g: Ethnic Diversity, Gini Ratio, Poverty, and
Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP). While in village level, We examines
the variability of measures, e.g: Community Group Social Capital, Local
Traditional Leaders, Slum Areas, Converted Land, Mining Areas, Television,
Daily Crimes, Drought, Mountainous, Valley, and Seaside Areas.

This study uses two-level logistic regressions to adress multilevel
heterogeneity and separating variances in communal conflict between
characteristics of village level and regency level.

Geographical distributions of communal conflict (2008-2014) and three
types of decentralization are presented respectively as follows: (1) The highest
incidence shows at regencies accross Maluku, Sulawesi, Papua Provinces, and
West Java Provinces; (2) the lowest density of administrative decentralization
were at regencies across East Nusa Tenggara, Central Kalimantan, and Papua
Provinces ( < 50 % that villages heads attained high education); (3) The highest
density of fiscal decentralization, which is measured by the number in millions
rupiah of IDR spending in order and peace function key, shows at regencies
across Riau, Kalimantan Barat, and Papua Provinces (ranged from 30.000
Millions IDR to 60.000 Millions IDR) ; and (4) Regencies and Cities Across
Lampung, Kalimantan Barat, NTT, Sulawesi, and Papua Provinces experiences
less mature democracy (the age of first mayor election ranged from 0 to 3 year
old) than other provinces.

Results from multilevel regressions show some fruitful findings such follow:
(1) administrative decentralization could decrease communal conflict in
Indonesia, (2) However, fiscal decentralization and political decentralization seem
not to be significant factors in reducing communal conflict in the last 10 years of
decentralized Indonesia, (3) communal conflict are associated with economic
inequality, poverty, ethnic diversity and likely occurs in poor regencies rather
than in rich regencies, (4) in villages level, key factors of communal conflict are
local traditional leaders, community group social capital, slum areas, converted
land, mining areas, television, daily crimes, drought, mountainous areas, seaside;
(5) relative to year 2008, communal conflict less occured in the years of 2011 and
2014, this means communal conflict may run to decrease.

Keywords: communal conflict, decentralization, multilevel regression, village level
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