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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

 This chapter consists of findings which are derived from the data analysis 

and discussion of the findings to answer the problems of the study. 

 

4.1 Findings 

This sub-chapter presents the result of the data analysis which answers the 

problems of the study proposed in the background of the study. The findings in this 

sub-chapter are derived from the data which taken from Blog Authorship Corpus. 

In presenting the finding, it should be noted that prior to data analysis, the researcher 

decided to limit the data for this subchapter based on two conditions. The first 

condition is that the number of collocates for each degree adverbial was reduced to 

the point deemed enough to be representative and differed based on their total 

tokens. The second condition is that the researcher excluded collocates in which 

degree adverbial act to modify them as anything but degree adverbial. Additionally, 

the researcher used Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (henceforth 

LDOCE) while carefully checked the expanded context of said tokens in defining 

the meaning of each collocation. 

 

4.1.1 The collocations of degree adverbial very, really, quite, and pretty 

The first problem to be investigated in this research is regarding collocation. 

Collocation refers to the way a pair of words which often used or appeared together 

in the same context. Thus, the researcher conducted an analysis on Blog Authorship
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Corpus to see the collocations of degree adverbial very, really, quite, and pretty. 

However, rather than only identifying the collocations, the researcher also analyzed 

their collocations’ patterns of co-occurrence. 

4.1.1.1 The collocations of degree adverbial very 

In this research, the first degree adverbial to be examined is very. A total 

number of 171.782 tokens of very were found in the Blog Authorship Corpus 

(retrieved in October 2017). The researcher displays the collocates in a table as 

follows (the following collocates have the co-occurring frequency of 100 or above 

and are listed in descending order of said frequency): 

 

Table 4.1 The collocations of degree adverbial very 

Degree Adverbial 

‘very’ 

 

Collocates 

good, much, well, nice, long, interesting, happy, little, cool, 

hard, important, funny, first, excited, few, bad, sad, different, 

tired, close, soon, high, difficult, fun, small, busy, strange, 

often, exciting, special, proud, easy, low, cute, short, strong, 

large, big, similar, quickly, sweet, early, simple, best, boring, 

far, fast, hot, pretty, odd, weird, beautiful, late, same, old, real, 

last, young, lucky, clear, upset, angry, glad, quiet, impressed, 

interested, sorry, serious, true, smart, entertaining, cold,  

popular, bored, pleased, slowly, easily, sick, helpful, loud, 

expensive, powerful, slow, friendly, scary, attractive, useful, 

comfortable, rare, likely, badly, pleasant, kind, annoying, 

disappointed, stupid, poor, near, confused, enjoyable, amusing, 

relaxing, nervous, rarely, wrong, dark, impressive, seriously, 

sexy, personal, talented, dangerous, nicely, careful, successful, 

frustrating, uncomfortable, grateful, deep, intelligent, warm, 

productive, confusing, surprised, drunk, emotional, painful, 

tiring, disturbing, hungry, thankful, great, scared, carefully, 

open, bright, creative, sensitive, active, limited, sure, heavy, 

strongly, specific, clean, lazy, quick, tasty, thin, worried, 

common, lonely, clever, concerned, complicated, effective, 

light, positive, obvious, afraid, loudly, sleepy, tough, tight, 

depressing, tall, healthy, pissed, familiar, basic, clearly, 

depressed, unique, mad, cheap, weak, frustrated, curious, full, 

dear, fond, fine, informative, stressful, rich, unhappy, 

supportive, awesome, generous, new, intense, moving, nearly, 

polite, handsome, patient, fortunate, lovely, calm, ill, unusual, 

closely, romantic, brief, possible, shy, famous, rude, random, 

silly, wise, eventful, sore, confident, encouraging, realistic, 

rough complex, neat 
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The table above displays a number of words frequently modified by degree 

adverbial very. The table 4.1 which derived from the corpus shows that degree 

adverbial very co-occurs with various words as its collocates. In its occurrences, the 

researcher noted that the collocations were found either at the end of the clause or 

in the middle of the clause. Correspondingly, the following discussion is regarding 

the collocations’ patterns of co-occurrence which derived from the collocates in the 

table. To ease the elaboration, the researcher illustrates the patterns based on the 

types of collocates as the researcher observed that the collocates of degree adverbial 

very consists of words coming from either adjective or adverb word class. The first 

pattern to be identified is when the collocations of degree adverbial very and 

adjective collocates are placed at the end of the clause with either noun 

complimented by linking verb or noun complimented with verb and pronoun 

precede the collocations. See the following examples: 

(1) The directors’ notes are very good. 

(2) This realization makes me very sad. 

Another patterns emerge when the collocations are placed in the middle of the 

clause. The said collocations are followed by a noun phrase with a determiner being 

placed before the collocations, as in, 

(3) He’s a very intelligent guy. 

(4) We have a very nice discussion. 

(5) I got to meet some very interesting people. 

Or the collocations can be followed by either infinitive or prepositional phrase as 

illustrated in the following examples: 

(6) It was very hard to leave. 

(7) I am very open with my feelings. 

(8) That was very nice of you. 
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(9) She is very good at gymnastics. 

The next patterns are those consists of the collocations of degree adverbial very and 

adverb collocates. Consider the following examples: 

(10) Time goes by very quickly. 

(11) The blood very slowly dripped out. 

(12) Tennessee is very much different from Kentucky. 

Those three examples illustrate how the collocation can be positioned either after 

or before the modified verb, while it can only be positioned before the modified 

adjective. In all these mentioned patterns, the function of degree adverbial very does 

not change. The researcher noted that a slightly different function will arise when a 

different pattern of co-occurrence is formed, in which when the collocations co-

occur with a negative value. Take a look at the following example: 

(13) My mom was not very happy with me. 

In the Example (13), the collocation is preceded by negative value not resulting in 

the function of the degree adverbial very to be altered. Degree adverbial very which 

supposed to intensify the degree of the adjective is turned into having the function 

of lessening it, while the adjective happy can be referred as mad as in, ‘My mom 

was rather mad at me’. 

4.1.1.2 The collocations of degree adverbial really 

Move to the second degree adverbial, the researcher found 329.338 

occurrences of really in Blog Authorship Corpus (retrieved in October 2017). It is 

almost as twice as the total occurrence number of very. The following table displays 

said collocates (the following collocates have the co-occurring frequency of 300 or 

above and are listed in descending order of said frequency): 
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Table 4.2 The collocations of degree adverbial really 

Degree Adverbial 

‘really’ 

 

Collocates 

good, really, want, like, need, nice, cool, bad, know, hard, think, 

wanted, care, well, funny, great, fun, hope, liked, tired, love, 

happy, excited, long, hate, enjoyed, weird, sad, wish, cute, sure, 

interesting, miss, hot, sucks, matter, enjoy, wanna, big, boring, 

pissed, mean, thought, bored, stupid, close, fast, needed, quite, 

wants, felt, sick, busy, remember, sorry, say, into, awesome, 

important, understand, glad, believe, appreciate, very, 

annoying, sweet, pretty, hurt, mad, late, upset, loud, old, easy, 

fucking, so, needs, likes, cares, knows, interested, early, worth, 

enjoying, matters, short, scared, strange, suck, done, amazing, 

scary, neat, loved, cold, hurts, worried, angry, hoping, sucked, 

there, drunk, exciting, high 

 

Despite being on the same page with degree adverbial very as amplifiers, a 

different result for degree adverbial really emerges from the corpus as shown above. 

However, similar to very, the researcher noted that in its occurrences, the 

collocations were found either at the end of the clause or in the middle of the clause. 

The following discussion is regarding the collocations’ patterns of co-occurrence 

based on the collocates in the table. In which, to ease the elaboration, the researcher 

illustrates the patterns based on the types of collocates. From the corpus, the 

researcher observed that the collocates of degree adverbial really consists of words 

coming from either verb, adjective, adverb or preposition word class. The first 

pattern of co-occurrence that the researcher identified is when the collocations of 

degree adverbial really and verb collocates are placed in the middle of the clause 

and followed by either a noun, infinitive or prepositional phrase. Take a look at the 

following examples: 

(14) We really know our stuff. 

(15) They really want to come. 

(16) I really care for you. 
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Additionally, in a further investigation shows that in a significant number of tokens 

in the corpus, the collocations are also often to be accompanied by either auxiliary 

or modal verb. In which, resulting in the second pattern to form, as in, 

(17) They do really hate me. 

(18) We would really appreciate some extra our way. 

In these two mentioned tokens, do and must are seen to precede the collocation in 

each token respectively. With really has the meaning of ‘to a great extent’ or ‘very 

much’, really expresses a function as degree adverbial in both tokens. The next 

pattern is where the collocation co-occurs with a negative value. In a similar manner 

to that of very, the function of degree adverbial really will be slightly altered as in 

the example below. 

(19) I don’t really feel like writing today. 

In the example, negative value not exist accompanying do to co-occur with the 

collocation. If we look at it, the meaning of the sentence in Example (19) more or 

less is ‘I am not in the mood for writing today’. This illustrates that the function of 

degree adverbial really is altered because instead of intensifying the verb phrase 

feel like, really lessens or even opposes it. Interestingly, what stated in LDOCE is 

that the phrase ‘feel like (doing) something’ is often used in spoken English and the 

same thing goes to wanna which also one of the verb collocates that really has. 

Wanna is a short form of ‘want to’ or ‘want a’ which is more of spoken language. 

Move to the next pattern, in which the collocations of degree adverbial really and 

adjective collocates occurring at the end of the clause. Either noun complimented 

by linking verb or noun complimented with verb and pronoun is found to precede 

the collocation. Consider the following examples: 
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(20) Teenagers get really excited. 

(21) Sometimes I found them really funny. 

Furthermore, from the tokens that the researcher found, really can be rather tricky. 

It is because while the collocation occurs in the middle of the clause and co-occurrs 

with a noun phrase, a determiner was found to be positioned either before or in 

between the collocation, like in the examples below: 

(22) It is a really well-maintained school. 

(23) I’m really a bad person. 

It is tricky because, in the two mentioned examples, two different functions of really 

are illustrated. The former example illustrates the function of really as adjective 

modifying degree adverbial. Whereas the latter example illustrates the function of 

really as a manner adverb by having the same sense to ‘truly’ to emphasize the 

statement or the opinion of the writer. Consequently, in the majority of occurrences 

where any verbs or auxiliary verbs exist in the sentence, a determiner is positioned 

before the collocation, as in: 

(24) She did a really good job. 

(25) We got a really cool robot vacuum cleaner. 

The next patterns are those where the collocations can be followed by either 

prepositional or infinitive phrase. Take a look at the following example: 

(26) The rehearsal was really fun for some reason. 

(27) I’m really sick of all this bullshit. 

(28) It was really hard to concentrate. 

The next patterns to be identified consists of the collocations of degree adverbial 

really and adverb collocates. The researcher noted that different from that of degree 

adverbial very, the adverb collocates of degree adverbial really are mostly 

emphasizer. Consider these examples: 
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(29) Friday night was really very fun. 

(30) It’s really fucking hard to type. 

In those examples, the writers use very and fucking respectively to emphasize 

his/her statement to a certain degree. The collocations were found to precede the 

modified adjectives. Move to the last pattern, the collocations of degree adverbial 

really and preposition collocate into were found to be followed by a noun, as in: 

(31) I am really into politics. 

4.1.1.3 The collocations of degree adverbial quite 

The third degree adverbial to be examined is quite. The finding from 

WordSmith 4.0 shows 57.382 tokens of quite from Blog Authorship Corpus 

(retrieved in October 2017). The collocates for quite are presented below (the 

following collocates have the co-occurring frequency of 100 or above and are listed 

in descending order of said frequency): 

 

Table 4.3 The collocations of degree adverbial quite 

Degree Adverbial 

‘quite’ 

Collocates 

sure,  good, well, fun, nice, interesting, frankly, funny, possibly, 

like, happy, often, right, sad, different, boring, amusing, nicely, 

awhile, excited, simple, easy, cool, know, proud, late, long, 

busy, tired, hard, ok, entertaining, understand, literally, 

surprised, simply, get, honestly, impressed, difficult, pleased, 

early, ready, true, enough, clear, remember, enjoyable, make, 

scary, possible, easily, obvious, bad, annoying, close, amazing, 

strange, cute, upset, impressive, exciting, bored, fit 

 

The table above shows that slightly similar to those of degree adverbial really, 

the collocates of degree adverbial quite are noted to be more vary than very. In its 

occurrences, the researcher noted that the collocations were found mostly either at 

the end of the clause or in the middle of the clause. Correspondingly, the following 

discussion is regarding the collocations’ patterns of co-occurrence which derived 
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from the collocates in the table. To ease the elaboration, the researcher illustrates 

the patterns based on the types of collocates. The researcher observed that the 

collocates of degree adverbial quite consists of words coming from either adjective, 

adverb or verb word class. The first pattern to be identified is when the collocations 

of degree adverbial quite and adjective collocates are placed at the end of the clause 

with either noun complimented by linking verb or noun complimented with verb 

and pronoun precedes the collocation. See the following example: 

(32) The story is quite good. 

(33) I find that quite rude. 

Following this, the next patterns emerge when the collocations were found to be in 

the middle of the clause. The collocations are followed by a noun phrase, in which 

a determiner is placed either before or after the collocation slightly similar to the 

previous case of degree adverbial really. Consider examples: 

(34) It’s a quite funny thing. 

(35) We had quite a long chat to catch up. 

However, the researcher noted that different from the case of degree adverbial 

really. In which, one of the patterns is still considered as something grammatically 

acceptable while illustrating a different function of really. In the case of degree 

adverbial quite, one of the patterns is considered to be grammatically incorrect. Said 

pattern is the one from Example (34), the pattern is considered as grammatically 

incorrect. It is because according what LDOCE noted, the correct grammar is that 

we have to put quite before a determiner, not after the determiner. Hence, the 

existence of occurrences with this pattern in the corpus indicates that the language 

in blog does not always abide by the grammar rules. Next, although the number of 
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occurrences is rare, the researcher also found that the collocations are able to be 

followed by either prepositional or infinitive phrase. Take a look at the following 

examples: 

(36) Basically, they are quite easy to do. 

(37) This is quite true in the case of Pakistan and India. 

Before going further, in Example (36), quite is supposed to lessen or weaken the 

quality of easy, it is just as noted in Paradis (1997, p.86) patterns of combination, 

since the adjective used in the sentences is the scalar one, then the function of degree 

adverbial quite is to lessen or weaken the strength of a node. Hence, in the example, 

the writer expresses a slight quality of easy. While on some occasions, quite could 

mean the opposite. Consider the latter example, as can be seen in Example (37), the 

tokens contain a limit adjective, in which according to Paradis (1997, p.78) 

contributes in affecting the function of quite. Therefore, with true counted as a limit 

adjective, quite in Example (37) is used to amplify the word true. Move to the next 

pattern, which is formed when degree adverbial quite co-occurring with adverb 

collocates. In their occurrences, the collocation can be positioned after the modified 

verb, as in, 

(38) It fits quite nicely. 

Or before the modified verb, like in the example: 

(39) This quite often happens. 

Previously, the researcher asserted that the collocations of degree adverbial quite 

mostly occurs in medial position, it is because in a number of occurrences, the 

collocations of degree adverbial quite and adverb collocates were found to also 

occur in frontal position. Consider examples: 
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(40) Quite frankly, I feel sorry for the kids. 

(41) Quite literally, the more the merrier! 

The next patterns are consists of the collocations of degree adverbial quite and verb 

collocates. Similar to really, in co-occurring with these verbs, either auxiliary or 

modal verb were often found to accompany the collocation. However, in degree 

adverbial quite, said auxiliary and modal verbs are all in their negative form. Take 

a look at these examples: 

(42) I don’t quite like Liverpool. 

(43) I don’t quite know the whole story. 

(44) I can’t quite get it sometimes. 

In all of these tokens, negative value not is seen to accompany the auxiliary and 

modal verbs. And the existence of this negative value can alter the function of 

degree adverbial quite. In the Example (42), (43), and (44) one cannot simply 

interpret the function of quite in said token as something to weaken or lessen 

because then the context would not fit in. Therefore, based on the context, quite 

should be interpreted to have the function as to how very or really do. 

4.1.1.4 The collocations of degree adverbial pretty 

The degree adverbial pretty was the last to be examined. From the collection 

of the data, a total of 89.294 tokens of occurrences were found in Blog Authorship 

Corpus (retrieved in October 2017). The researcher put the collocates into the table 

as follows (the following collocates have the co-occurring frequency of 100 or 

above and are listed in descending order of the said frequency): 

 

Table 4.4 The collocations of degree adverbial pretty 

Degree Adverbial 

‘pretty’ 

Collocates 

much, good, cool, sure, well, funny, damn, fun, bad, boring, 

soon, nice, interesting, hard, easy, darn, busy, big, happy, close,  
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Continuation of Table 4.4 

 

Degree Adverbial 

‘pretty’ 

Collocates 

decent, awesome, excited, sweet, tired, fast, quickly, sad, late, 

hot, amazing, neat, great, long, crazy, early, cute, obvious, 

weird, stupid, lame, high, fucking, uneventful, exciting, simple, 

normal, quick, scary, pissed, quiet, far, clear, crappy, little, 

impressive, sick, bored, low, small, tough, ok, slow, proud, 

badly, shitty, short, smart, confident, entertaining, rough, 

accurate, pathetic, nifty, strong, ugly, tight, nasty, serious, 

cheap, upset, intense, new, damned, dumb, solid, young, easily, 

old, dull, heavy 

 

The list above illustrates a clear summary of the collocating words of degree 

adverbial pretty. Similar to the previous degree adverbials, the researcher found that 

in its occurrences, the collocations are placed at the end of the clause or in the 

middle of the clause. The following discussion is regarding the collocations’ 

patterns of co-occurrence which derived from the collocates in the table. In which, 

to ease the elaboration, the researcher illustrates the patterns based on the types of 

collocates. From the corpus, as the researcher noted that the collocates of degree 

adverbial very consists of words coming from either adjective or adverb word class. 

The first pattern to be identified is when the collocations of degree adverbial pretty 

and adjective collocates are placed at the end of the clause with either linking verb 

or transitive verb which complimented by pronoun or noun is positioned before the 

collocation, as in: 

(45) My new bathroom floor looks pretty good. 

(46) I got home pretty early. 

The second pattern then emerges when the collocations are placed in the middle of 

the clause. The said collocations can be followed by a noun phrase, in which a 

determiner is found to be positioned before the collocation, as in, 
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(47) I had a pretty good weekend. 

Or followed by either infinitive or prepositional phrase. Consider these examples: 

(48) They were all pretty happy to see me back. 

(49) I have considered myself pretty resistant to change. 

(50) She’s also pretty nifty with screwdrivers.  

The next patterns are those consists of the collocations of degree adverbial pretty 

adverb collocates. The researcher noted that the collocates in this pattern can be 

divided into those which describe a manner and those which used to emphasize 

something. For the former category, take a look at the following examples: 

(51) I consumed them pretty quickly. 

(52) I am pretty easily swayed. 

These examples illustrate that the collocation can be positioned either before or 

after the modified verb. Whereas for the latter category, adverbs of emphasis which 

usually used in spoken informal context mostly appeared. In this pattern, the 

collocation is positioned before the modified adjective. Consider the following 

examples taken from the corpus: 

(53) He’s also pretty damn attractive. 

(54) This weekend was pretty fucking intense. 

If we look at these two examples, the presence of these adverbs in the sentences 

affects how degree adverbial pretty work. In both examples, degree adverbial pretty 

is no longer used to weaken or lessen because the context would not fit. 

4.1.2 The semantic prosody of degree adverbial very, really, quite, and pretty 

This sub-chapter is presented to answer the second problem of the study, 

which is about the semantic prosody of each degree adverbial. Due to the enormous 

size of the corpus and the high frequency of each degree adverbial, only tokens of 
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top 100 collocates of each degree adverbial was investigated. The top 100 collocates 

chosen because they have a major part in percentage which can lead the researcher 

straight to the result. Furthermore, it is because the semantic prosody itself is 

determined based on the total frequency of the meaning of collocation dominate the 

occurrences. 

In the previous subchapter 4.1.1.1, the researcher has displayed a number of 

collocates which co-occur with each degree adverbial. In the table from the said 

sub-chapter, all degree adverbials show us a rather undefined prosody through co-

occurring with pleasant, unpleasant, and neutral words. However, in this subchapter, 

a more specific result was found after the researcher examines their expanded 

context. Here, the researcher presents a table in which it might be easier to see the 

specific number between each pleasant, unpleasant and neutral meaning collocates. 

The following table is a frequency table of semantic prosody based on tokens of top 

100 collocations of each degree adverbial to be examined (a more detailed table is 

attached to the appendices). 

 

Table 4.5 The frequency table of semantic prosody of very, really, quite, and 

pretty in BAC 
KWIC Pleasant Neutral Unpleasant Total 

very 39% 36% 25% 

100 out of 4533 

possible 

collocates 

really 30% 24% 46% 

100 out of 6337 

possible 

collocates 

quite 44% 31% 25% 

100 out of 2131 

possible 

collocates 

pretty 33% 37% 30% 

100 out of 2527 

possible 

collocates 

 



 
34 

 

 

 

The table tells us that each degree adverbial has different percentages on 

their pleasant, neutral, and unpleasant collocations. Out of their top 100 collocates, 

pleasant meaning dominates the most on degree adverbial very and quite, meaning 

that both of them have a favourable semantic prosody. Whereas degree adverbial 

really is favored by unpleasant meaning collocations which leads degree adverbial 

really to an unfavourable semantic prosody. On the other hand, degree adverbial 

pretty tends to have neutral meaning collocates in most of its occurrences. The 

following discussion is related to what collocates fill each pleasant, neutral, and 

unpleasant column and a detailed list of their categorization are attached to the 

appendices. However, it has to be taken note that the researcher categorizes each 

collocate based on their context in collocating with each degree adverbial, hence 

the difference in the categorization of overlapping collocates in each degree 

adverbial is not impossible. 

For the second column of Table 4.5, all degree adverbials collocate with 

pleasant meaning collocates, in which several of them are noted to be the same. 

Gathered from the pleasant column on four appendices, the said collocates for each 

degree adverbial are words like good, nice, cool, well, interesting, sure etc. By 

looking at these words themselves, all of them can be easily identified to have a 

pleasant meaning which leads to a favourable semantic prosody. It is shown in the 

concordance lists that each degree adverbial is collocating with these words to 

intensify the pleasant or favourable quality of something. For example, in degree 

adverbial very, the collocates good and nice are found to occur in phrases like good 
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advice, good guy, good terms, good mood, good (at doing something), nice day, 

nice food, nice place, etc. are found. 

The word cool in the corpus is found to describe the appearance of 

something or the personality of someone rather than referring to temperature. The 

said word is used in the same way as good and nice in which they are meant to be 

something pleasant. Hence why phrases like cool movie and cool guy are found in 

the concordance list. On the other hand, well which have a pleasant meaning by 

itself, is making those collocating with the said word to have a pleasant meaning. It 

can be seen from the corpus, where phrases as in well aware, well behaved, well-

constructed, well deserved, well done, well mannered, well organized, well 

researched, well written, etc. are found. 

In the corpus, interesting is counted to have pleasant meaning because the 

word interesting is used in complement to describe something pleasant as in 

interesting and cleverly done, interesting and informative specifying the meaning 

of interesting to be something pleasant in its occurrences. A special case, however, 

occurs with the word sure, the said word means something pleasant in one way and 

unpleasant in another. As depicted in the corpus, when sure collocates with degree 

adverbials very and pretty, it refer to ‘no doubt’. However, when it co-occurs with 

degree adverbial quite, it mostly refers to the opposite by frequent co-occurrence 

with a negative value not in the phrase ‘not quite sure’. 

Move to the third column of Table 4.5, each degree adverbial co-occurs with 

neutral meaning collocates. Derived from all neutral column on four appendices, 

this particular column is filled with words like long, important, close, strange, etc. 
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to collocate with each degree adverbial. These words can be referred to as “neutral” 

because they are either mostly undefinable in their co-occurrence or they tend to 

collocates with other words resulting in both pleasant and unpleasant meaning.  For 

example, the word long is considered to be neutral because unless it co-occurs with 

other words in a particular context like how phrases long and tiring or long and 

boring, the word long does not indicate any specific meanings. This case also 

applied to other words in the column. Another example is the word close. In the 

corpus, the meaning of the word close can be undefinable due to both pleasant and 

unpleasant co-occurrence. Take for example: 

(55) I’m very close with my brother. 

(56) I’m tired, frustrated, and very close to depression. 

In the former example, the meaning of close is pleasant because it depicts the good 

relationship between the writer and his/her brother. Whereas in the latter, it can be 

seen that the meaning of close is unpleasant because it refers to how close the writer 

to experience depression, a mental illness. 

On the other hand, rather than co-occurring in contexts with both pleasant 

and unpleasant meaning, the word important is shown to have no particular 

tendency of meaning in any context. It is used merely to describe the priority level 

of something. Hence why the researcher found no implication whether the meaning 

of the word is pleasant or unpleasant and settled with neutral instead. It is illustrated 

by phrases like important lesson, important information, important issues, etc. 

which are found in the concordance list. The word strange and its synonyms odd 

and weird also has the same case. As they are found in phrases like strange dream, 
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strange feeling, and strange thing, they do not imply any meaning whatsoever and 

are used only to point something unusual and out of ordinary. 

Clearly defined unpleasant meaning words like hard, bad, sad, tired, etc. 

are noted to occupy the fourth column of Table 4.5. It can be seen in the unpleasant 

column of all four appendices. Just like how pleasant words are, these words clearly 

have unpleasant meaning by themselves. Bad is used to describe the quality of 

something, it was found in phrases like bad attitude, bad day, bad mood, etc. As 

seen in the concordance list, all these tokens mostly have unpleasant meaning 

regardless of the lexical items which followed the word bad. The same goes for the 

words sad and tired because it is obvious that both words refer to an unpleasant or 

negative emotion of human being. 

Different from the previous words which are obviously found to have 

unpleasant meaning, the word hard is sometimes found to co-occur in contexts 

where the meaning hard is pleasant. As derived from the corpus, phrases like hard 

working, hard worker, work hard all have pleasant meaning. However, the 

researcher categorized the word hard as unpleasant is because the number of the 

pleasant co-occurrence is not as comparable as the unpleasant one where hard is 

found in phrases like hard time, hard thing, hard to (do), hard for (me), etc. 

4.2 Discussion 

In this subchapter, the research discusses the findings which are briefly 

presented in the previous subchapter. From hundred thousands of tokens derived 

from the corpus, the researcher found various collocates and patterns for each 

degree adverbial. The patterns that the researcher analyzed are all based on each of 
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their collocate groups. It is different from the previous studies which analyzed only 

the adjective collocates of degree adverbials without their pattern of co-occurrence, 

this study covers all collocates of the degree adverbials which correspond to this 

research limitation as well as their collocations’ pattern of co-occurrence. 

Based on the finding, the researcher found several differences regarding 

each degree adverbial. The first one is regarding the variety of their collocates. All 

degree adverbials are found to share a large number of same words to collocate with 

coming from the same word classes, adjectives and adverbs. However, the 

researcher noted that only degree adverbials really and quite were found to also 

collocate with words from the word class of verb. The researcher assumed this 

happens because degree adverbials are primarily used in modifying adjectives and 

adverbs. Additionally, only three out of four degree adverbials were found to also 

collocate with negative value, those are degree adverbials very, really, and quite. In 

which, when this collocation happened, the function of said degree adverbials will 

be slightly altered. 

The second one is regarding their collocations’ patterns of co-occurrence. 

Different types of collocations resulting in different pattern of collocations’ co-

occurrence. However, in a further investigation, the researcher noted that in several 

cases, different patterns of co-occurrence emerge even from the same type of 

collocations which owned by the four degree adverbials. For example, in 

collocating with adjective collocates, all degree adverbials were found to be either 

at the end of the clause or in the middle of the clause followed by noun, infinitive 
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or prepositional phrase. Yet, in a specific occurrence where their collocations co-

occur with a noun phrase, their patterns of co-occurrence are slightly different. 

As mentioned in the previous sub-chapter, the researcher found only one 

pattern regarding this co-occurrence in degree adverbials very and pretty. The said 

pattern is that a determiner was found to be placed in front of the collocations. 

Whereas in degree adverbials really and quite the researcher found two different 

patterns regarding this co-occurrence. The first pattern is that being the same pattern 

with that of degree adverbial very and pretty, while the second pattern is that a 

determiner was found to exist in between the collocations. The researcher assumed 

that this difference in patterns happens because of the aspect of grammatical 

correctness and the flexibility of function that each degree adverbial has. 

The former aspect happened in the case of degree adverbial quite because 

of the different grammatical structure the said degree adverbial has as the researcher 

observed that occurrences with the first pattern are considered to be ungrammatical. 

On the other hand, the latter aspect happened in the case of degree adverbial really, 

in which its second collocations’ pattern of co-occurrence is that a determiner was 

found exist in between the collocations. Different from the case of quite, this pattern 

is not considered to be ungrammatical but rather it illustrates the flexibility of 

function for degree adverbial really. It is acceptable to write ‘I’m really a bad 

person’ with really functions to emphasize the statement, but it is unacceptable to 

write ‘It is very an interesting album’. Moreover, in co-occurring with either 

infinitive or prepositional phrases, degree adverbial quite is shown to be slightly 
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restricted in this respect as their amount of total occurrences is the least among the 

four. 

Following the previously mentioned difference of pattern, in co-occurring 

with adverb collocates, the researcher found that all four degree adverbials are 

mostly found to occur in medial position. In a number of occurrences, however, one 

degree adverbial were found to be different as it also able to occur in frontal position, 

resulting the collocations to be also in the same position aside from being at the end 

or in the middle of the clause. The said degree adverbial is quite. Furthermore, the 

researcher observed that their collocations can be placed either before or after the 

modified verbs, while if the collocation co-occurs with adjectives, it was placed to 

precede the modified adjectives. As for the pattern of co-occurrence, the researcher 

found only one pattern of said collocation in degree adverbial really whereas those 

of other degree adverbials are more vary. The researcher assumed that this depends 

on the types of adverb collocates that each degree adverbial has. 

The next example coming from occurrences where two out of four degree 

adverbials were found to frequently collocate with verbs. As the researcher 

mentioned before, the only degree adverbial to collocate with verb collocates are 

really and quite. Still, even if the both of them share the same verb collocates, in 

their occurrences, they are notably different. The patterns of said collocations in 

degree adverbial really are more vary than that of degree adverbial quite as they 

were formed either in the presence of auxiliary verbs or in the absence of them. It 

is illustrated in the corpus by example (14) and (17), as it is written ‘We really know 

our stuff’ and ‘They do really hate me’. On the other hand, the pattern of said 
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collocation of degree adverbial quite is more restricted than that of degree adverbial 

really as the pattern was formed in the presence of auxiliary verbs and negative 

value. It can be seen from the example (42), ‘I don’t quite like Liverpool’. 

Aside from the patterns of co-occurrence, all degree adverbials were found 

to have a wide semantic preferences for their adjective collocates. It varies from 

general evaluation (good, well, nice, bad, cute, etc), emotion or state of mind (happy, 

interested, sad, tired, confused, etc), quality (long, big, fast, slow, short, etc). 

However, the researcher noted that there is one degree adverbial to have an even 

wider semantic preferences by also collocating with quantity adjectives (few and 

little), that is degree adverbial very. It is different from the second previous study 

conducted by Zhang (2013), in which only degree adverbial awfully has the wide 

semantic preferences while degree adverbials terribly, horribly, and dreadfully all 

typically co-occur with adjectives describing emotions or state of mind. Those 

adjectives are sorry, miss, upset, worried, bored, disappointed, embarrassed, suffer, 

afraid, aware, and dull. 

In addition, each degree adverbial was found to have their own semantic 

preferences for their adverb collocates. Degree adverbials very and quite were 

mostly found to co-occur with adverbs of manner. The former collocates with 

quickly, slowly, easily, badly, nicely, etc, while the latter collocates with possibly, 

frankly, honestly, simply, etc. On the other hand, degree adverbial really shows a 

clear tendency to only co-occur with adverbs of emphasizer like really, just, very, 

fucking, etc. Whilst degree adverbial pretty was found to collocate with both types 

of adverbs, emphasizer and manner such as damn, darn, fucking, quickly, badly, etc. 
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Correspondingly, in correlation with the finding of the first previous study, 

the researcher found that despite having similar functions, degree adverbials very 

and really are used differently. The previous study conducted by Watcher (2012) 

shows that very is favored by lecture type environment which is mostly formal. In 

a similar manner, the finding of this study supports and complements the statement 

as the researcher found that rather than very and quite, really as well as degree 

adverbial pretty is often used in informal context, seeing the total number of 

occurrences found in Blog Authorship Corpus, a corpus of blog posts compilation. 

In addition, degree adverbials really and pretty are noted to have similar 

collocates. It is interesting because really and pretty are supposed to have a different 

function, in which really functions to strengthen while pretty functions to do the 

otherwise. As illustrated in the corpus, really was found to co-occur with a verb like 

wanna and adverb like fucking, whereas pretty collocates with adverbs like fucking, 

damn as well as darn. In which, this indicates that really and pretty are often used 

in the same genre. The researcher supposed that it is in accordance to what is written 

in LDOCE, in which really and pretty are especially frequent used in spoken 

English because people usually go for very or extremely instead of really and fairly 

instead of pretty for written English. Hence, it also indicates that the users of the 

internet (or blog) prefer to use spoken language even in a supposedly written 

platform. The researcher also found other collocates which indicate informal 

language co-occurring with degree adverbials really and pretty. They are included 

in the class of adjective and are usually impolite or even categorized as taboo. Those 

words are sucks (refer to something lousy), crappy, shitty, fucked, and messed up. 
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As for the semantic prosody of each degree adverbial, the researcher found 

that very and quite are favored with pleasant semantic prosody. The finding shows 

that both of them are mostly dominated by adjectives with pleasant meaning as their 

collocates. Whereas unpleasant for degree adverbial really. It is slightly different 

from the result of the previous study conducted by Watcher (2012) which states that 

degree adverbial really was more leaning towards both favourable and 

unfavourable semantic prosody. As for the last degree adverbial, pretty has neutral 

semantic prosody because of the domination of neutral words. 


