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ABSTRACT 

 

Kristiani, Marisa Dika. 2010. Word Choices of Headline in High End Teen and 

High End Magazines. English Study Program, Language and Literature 

Department, Faculty of Culture Studies, University of Brawijaya. Supervisor:  

Lalu Merdi; Co-supervisor : Yana Shanti Manipuspika 

 

Keywords: Language variety, language and age, word choices, age-grading, parts 

of speech, headline 

 

        Magazine is one form of written communication to deliver  information. As a 

written way to communicate, magazine must pay attention to its target readers, 

either teenagers or adults.  The different segment of readers of those magazines is 

such an interesting issue to discuss. Regarding language and age phenomenon, 

this study aims at discussing and analyzing the differences of word choice from 

reader‟s perspective, in this case teenagers and adults in headline of magazine, 

and analyzing the differences between both magazines using age-grading theory. 

        This study applies qualitative approach namely textual analysis. In order to 

classify each word into part of speech, the writer counted each of them into 

percentage. The writer collected 28 headlines of High End Teen Magazine and 26 

headlines of High End Magazine published monthly on February – May 2010. 

Each headline was classified into parts of speech to determine its word choices. In 

addition, there was also comparison between teenage and adult magazine 

headlines to found out the differences and found out the probable reasons of those 

differences.  

       In analyzing the data, it is found that the composition or word choices in 

writing the headlines is dominated by noun. There is also no specific pattern or 

structure that creates the headlines. Although those magazines have different 

frequency in the use of each part of speech, the usage is adjusted when they use 

the word in writing the headline. There are also significant differences in the use 

of exclamation mark, miscellaneous, the position of verbs between teenage and 

adult magazine headline. Those differences are adjusted with the characteristics of 

the readers of both magazines, either teenagers or adults. So it can attract the 

readers by reading the headlines.  

       To attract the readers, the headlines should be creative and adjust the 

language with its readers. In teenage magazine there are many informal languages 

such as slang words and the use of symbol. On the other hand, most of adult 

magazine headlines use formal language which is known as standard English.  

        



vii 

 

ABSTRAK 
 

Marisa, Dika K. 2010. Pemilihan Kata Pada Judul Di Majalah High End Teen 

Dan High End. Program Studi Sastra  Inggris, Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra, 

Fakultas Ilmu Budaya, Universitas Brawijaya. Pembimbing: (I) Lalu Merdi (II) 

Yana Shanti Manipuspika 

 

Kata Kunci: Variasi bahasa, bahasa dan umur, pemilihan kata, tingkatan umur,  

                     pengelompokan kata, judul 

        

       Majalah adalah salah satu bentuk komunikasi tertulis dalam menyampaikan 

informasi pada pembaca. Sebagai bentuk dari komunikasi tertulis, majalah 

sebaiknya memperhatikan siapa target pembaca, baik itu remaja maupun dewasa. 

Perbedaan target pembaca majalah tersebut menjadi topik yang menarik untuk 

diulas. Sehubungan dengan fenomena bahasa dan umur, penulis berkeinginan 

untuk mendiskusikan dan menganalisis perbedaan pemilihan kata dari segi 

pembaca, dalam hal ini judul dari majalah remaja dan dewasa. Sebagai tambahan, 

penulis juga berkeinginan untuk menganalisis perbedaan dari kedua majalah 

tersebut dari sisi teori tingkatan umur. 

       Dalam menganalisis data, penulis melakukan pendekatan secara kualitatif dan 

analisa tekstual. Untuk mengklasifikasikan tiap kata dalam judul ke dalam 

pengelompokan kata, penulis mengakumulasi tiap pengelompokan kata ke dalam 

prosentasi. 

       Dalam mengkaji rumusan masalah, penulis mendapatkan 28 judul dari 

Majalah High End Teen dan 26 judul dari Majalah High End yang diterbitkan 

secara bulanan mulai dari Pebruari sampai Mei 2010. Pengkajian ini juga telah 

membandingkan antara judul majalah remaja dan dewasa serta beberapa 

kemungkinan penyebab dari perbedaan tersebut. 

       Untuk menarik perhatian pembaca, judul artikel sebaiknya dibuat kreatif dan 

disesuaikan dengan bahasa si pembaca. Dari judul artikel majalah remaja, dapat 

diketahui bahwa terdapat beberapa bahasa informal seperti kata-kata slang dan 

pemakaian kata simbol. Di sisi lain, sebagian besar judul artikel majalah dewasa 

menggunakan bahasa resmi atau yang biasa dikenal sebagai standard bahasa 

Inggris.   

       Sebagai saran bagi peneliti selanjutnya, penulis menyarankan untuk meneliti 

di bidang bahasa dan umur, sehingga mereka dapat mengaplikasikan dan 

menganalisis dari aspek yang lain, seperti gaya menulis dan gaya berbicara antara 

remaja dan dewasa. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

       Language is a major factor in human society because it is fundamental in 

forming and expressing both individual and group identities. In other words, 

language is an important media of communication among individuals and groups. 

Human beings have developed thousands of languages; most individuals are born 

into and brought up in only one language. 

It is significant to understand that language is a means of communication. 

Communication is a way to interact with other people. A person who is 

communicating with others intends to make the readers or hearers understand 

what he is trying to express. If the readers fail to catch the ideas or meaning of the 

utterance, the communication will fail. In addition, it is important that the speaker 

or writer and the hearer or reader get the same effectiveness of the communication 

in which the utterances are understandable, so that the act of communication is 

going well. 

There are many ways  provided to communicate with each other, which can 

be either spoken or written form. In spoken form, it can be clearly seen in our 

daily life. In order to support that communication, spoken form might also be 

supported by body language. Meanwhile, the written form is usually expressed 

through text, either formal or informal one. Nowadays we are in the 21
st
 century 

where there are a lot of media to express our ideas in written ways, such as letter,  

1 
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electronic mail, advertisement, literary work, newspaper, magazine, and so forth. 

Based on encyclopedia dictionary (www.encyclopedia.com/doc/10999-

magazine.html), magazine is a periodical publication containing articles and 

illustrations, typically covering a particular subject or area of interest. Writing a 

magazine article should follow a set of rules based on journalistic etiquette code, 

and we cannot write an article as freely as we want. Generally, the elements of 

magazine around the world are similar. One of the important elements in 

magazine is journalistic language. It is argued that every news, article, and report 

that are in magazine should be understandable (Sumadiria, 2006). Furthermore, 

Sumadiria (2006) states that journalistic language has specific characteristics, 

such as: simple, brief, clear, interesting, democratic, logical, grammatical, the 

choice of words, and in active sentence. 

Media in Indonesia has an interesting side to discuss, especially those which 

use English language. Nowadays, English as a foreign language has developed its 

function and role as major subject in schools. Moreover, English in several 

schools has been used as daily language in class. Besides having educational role, 

English is also familiar in several aspects of occupation, especially for entertainer, 

businessman, politician, and so on. To convey the need of English, some 

producers of media have made an innovation of English magazine whose readers 

are students and adults who are concerned with recent issues, lifestyle, health, 

profile and business.  

The different segment of readers of those magazines is such an interesting 

issue to discuss. The writer conducted a study on this topic because it is related 



3 

 

 

 

with sociolinguistics field which concerns language and age. The writer discussed 

and analyzed the differences of word choices from reader‟s perspective, in this 

case teenagers and adults. The media used as an object to find out the differences 

are High End Teen and High End Magazine. These particular magazines were 

chosen for three reasons. First, both magazines are the newest magazines 

published in Indonesia. Second, these magazines are written in English by 

Indonesian journalists and published in Indonesia. The last reason, both 

magazines have different target of readers. As can be seen from the title, High 

End Teen is a magazine published for teenagers. Besides helping the readers to 

improve their English, this magazine also provides more information about 

lifestyle, fashion, as well as review about favorite overseas universities for the 

readers who want to study abroad. On the other hand, High End magazine is 

published for older or adult readers which contains life style, healthy tips, as well 

as bussiness part.  

In this study, there is something interesting in the headline of the article in 

those magazines. Headline itself usually describes or advertises the article, so that 

it can attract the readers (Opdycke, 1980). English as a foreign languages also has 

a stratification to differ whom we are talking to. This concept can be seen through 

Sociolinguistics perspective. As defined, Sociolinguistics is about how individual 

speakers use language, how people use language differently in different towns or 

regions, how a nation decides what languages will be recognized in courts or 

education (Meyerhoff, 2006). In this study, the writer concerns the form of 

language, especially in word choice between teenage and adult magazine. This 
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issue has been raised by Holmes (1988) who points out that language provides a 

variety of ways of saying the same thing – addressing and greeting others, 

describing things, and paying compliment. In this case, age is one of the important 

factors which should be taken into account in communication through printed 

media especially magazine.  

      This study is expected to be used as one of the references for the students of 

English literature department who want to conduct similar study, especially in 

Sociolinguistics field. Besides, next researchers can be inspired to continue this 

study in language and age deeper than previous study. Practically, this study is 

expected to give information to get better understanding about word choice or 

diction for the journalist, so that in the future journalist can make better articles by 

considering the social class and class stratification of the readers. Moreover, this 

study may also provide information regarding differences in the choice of words 

between tenage and adult magazines. 

 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

This study focuses on the word choices of High End Teen and High End 

Magazine. Therefore, the problems formulated in this study are: 

1. What word choices are used in High End Teen and High End Magazine? 

2. What are the reasons of the word choices of High End Teen Magazine 

different from those of High End Magazine? 

 

1.3 Objective of The Study 

In accordance with the problems of the study above, this study is proposed: 
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1. To find out the word choices which are used in High End Teen Magazine and 

High End Magazine 

2. To find out the reasons that the different of the word choices in High End 

Teen Magazine and High End Magazine. 

 

1.4 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Sociolinguistics : is the study about how individual speakers, use 

language, how people use language differently towns or 

regions, how a nation decides what languages will be 

recognized in courts or education (Meyerhoff, 2006). 

2. Age-grading :  refers to a change of behaviour with age that repeats 

itself in each generation (Cheshire, 2001). 

3. Word choice : is a term used to describe the words chosen by an 

author. Generally a good word choice means using words 

that are very specific and descriptive of exactly what we 

want to say (Word Choice, 2000). 

4. Parts of speech :  are the name of various types of words (Francis, 1958). 

5. Magazine : is a periodical publication containing articles and 

illustrations, typically covering a particular subject or 

area of interest (Definition of Magazine, 1999). 

6. Headline :  is news abstract, made in one or two short sentences 

but informs the essential issue of event being reported 

(Houghton Mifflin, 2004) 
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7. High End Teen Magazine : is an English teenage magazine which is 

published monthly. 

8. High End Magazine : is an English magazine whose target 

readers are adult which is published 

monthly.  
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 In this chapter, the researcher presents a brief discussion and description of 

some of relevant theories for supporting her research. The following definitions 

that the researcher discussed are sociolinguistics, standard language, slang, 

language and age, age exclusive features, age preferential features, and headline 

as a part of magazine in making articles. 

 

2.1 Sociolinguistics 

2.1.1 Definitions of Sociolinguistics 

       Sociolinguistics concerns how individual speakers use language, how people 

in different town or region use language differently, how a nation decides what 

languages will be recognized in courts or education (Meyerhoff, 2006). Here, 

Meyerhoff (2006) emphasizes more on the use of language in different 

background, such as education, occupation, region and nation. 

According to Giles and Coupland (1991), sociolinguistics is the study of 

language as it affects and is affected by social relations. Sociolinguistics includes 

bilingualism, pidgin and creole languages, and other variety of language that is 

influenced by contact among people of different language communities, for 

example speakers of German, French, Italian, and Romans in Switzerland. 

Sociolinguistics also conveys different dialects, accents, and levels of diction in 

light of social distinctions among people.  

7 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-bilingism.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-pidgin.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-creolela.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Switzerland.aspx
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Iragiliati (2007) states that Sociolinguistics is a branch of study that studies 

the relation between the language and society, between the use of the language 

and the social structures in which the community of the users exists.  Irigiliati‟s 

definition is the simplest one from the two previous definitions. In addition, she 

also assumes that society is built up from the relation of patterns and behaviors, in 

which linguistics is one of them.  

Based on Wardhaugh (1986, p. 12), “Sociolinguistics is concerned with 

investigating the relationship between language and society with the goal of a 

better understanding of the structure of language and of how language functions in 

communication; the equivalent goal in the sociology of language will be to 

discover how social structure can be better understood through the study of 

language.” 

The writer agrees with Meyerhoff (2006), that the use of language is 

influenced by people‟s background. In variety of language, it is not only the 

people education, region, and occupation involve but gender and age are also parts 

of them. 

From those definitions of sociolinguistics above, it can be synthesized that 

sociolinguistics is the study of language related with the society in which the 

various environments of user (region, occupation, education, and so on) can make 

the variety of accent, dialect and grammar. 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 

2.1.2 Language Variety 

       In a multicultural and multilingual society, people interact with each other 

with different purposes everyday. Someone who lives in an area, might have 

different language in each of his or her interaction. For example, in the case of 

Patel who lives in Bombay. He uses formal language when he speaks with his 

friend in class and informal language when he is at home. Another different use of 

language with wider communication such as the language he uses in market or 

with outsiders or tourists. As stated by Holmes (2001), Sociolinguistics has placed 

that phenomenon of language distinction in variety of language. 

       The study of variation in language can be observed from a number of 

different points of view, and there are several methods to deeply search how 

language varies between speakers, when speakers draw on different variants, and 

what the use of social and linguistics in such variation is (Meyerhoff, 2006). 

Indeed, Meyerhoff (2006) looks at the variety of language from the relationship 

between speakers and their respondents, and the coherence of society and 

language. Dealing with the function of society and language in its variation, 

Sociolinguistics involves analyzing the interaction of language, culture and 

society; the more specific study of variation is concerned with the impact of this 

interaction on the structures and processes of traditional linguistics. Language 

variation concentrates on the details of linguistic structure in speech production 

and processing (or writing), including contemporary or historical sources 

(Meyerhoff, 1991). 
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       “Variety in language is defined in terms of a specific set of „linguistic items‟ 

or „human speech pattern‟ (presumably, sounds, words, grammatical features) 

which we can uniquely associate with external factor (presumably, a geographical 

area or a social group)” (Wardhaugh, 1986, p. 22). However, it is also pointed out 

that the unique set of items may possibly be included as Standard English, lower 

class New York speech, Oxford English legalese, and so on.  

 

2.1.2.1 Standard Language 

       Standard language is often correlated with the middle ages or mature period, 

in this case adult. Wolfram (cited in Wardhaugh, 1986, p.168) finds out that 

children are less standard in their linguistics behavior than adults with similar 

social background. Actually, Standard English has certain characteristics such as 

autonomy, non-reduced, less blending, and has de facto norms, as a result of de 

jure norms possession (Ibrahim, 1995). Ibrahim (1995) also states that the use of 

Standard English is codification from grammatical convention, lexical and also 

convention from mother tongue language such as: North American, British, 

African, and Australian. The composition of English in those countries consists of 

grammar, lexis, and equal main rhetoric.  

       A standard variety is usually in written form and has undergone some degree 

of regularization or codification (Holmes, 2001). It means that standard language 

is a language which has been codified from its origin. Holmes (2001) argues that 

only a minority of the world‟s languages are written and an even smaller minority 

are standardized in the sense of codified and accepted by the community as 

suitable for formal function. In this case, formal function has been defined as 
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formal occasion that seems like the one used by the court and the influential 

merchants of London as in the fifteenth century. Standard English was prestigious 

because of its use in court. It was influential because it was used by the 

economically powerful merchant class (Holmes, 2001). So, it can be concluded 

that standard language is the most prestigious language taken from certain dialect. 

Meyerhoff (2006) explains that the development of Standard English reflects the 

three important criteria which characterize a standard: it was an influential or 

prestigious variety, it was codified and stabilized, and it served language functions 

which were used for communication at Court. Codification can usually be seen in 

grammars and dictionaries which record, and sometimes prescribe the standard 

form of the language. 

       Bell (as cited in Wardhaugh, 1986, p.30) has listed seven criteria that may be 

useful in discussing different kind of languages with namely standardization, 

vitality, historicity, autonomy, reduction, mixture, and de facto norms. 

Standardization refers to the process of codification of language. Haugen (as cited 

in Wardhaugh, 1986, p. 30) says that a language must follow certain steps to 

become a standard language. Moreover, he mentions the „formal‟ matters of 

codification and elaboration, the former refers to the development of such things 

as grammars and dictionaries and the latter refers to the use of the standard in such 

areas as the court, education, administration, and commerce. As Holmes (2001) 

said above, a standardized variety can give prestige to speakers, marking off those 

who employ it from those who do not (who use a non-standard variety). 

Nowadays, Standard English is codified to the extent that the grammar and 
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vocabulary of English are the same everywhere in the world. There are very few 

differences of grammar and vocabulary in several English countries, such as 

Singapore, South Africa, America, Britain, and so on. For example, there is only a 

slight difference regarding the spelling of the word „color‟ in American and 

British English. In American English, it is written „color‟, while British English 

says „colour‟. Indeed, Standard English is the variety of English which is usually 

used in written form and normally taught in school, in case formal language is 

used.  

       Hudson (1980) points out that the only kind of variety which would count as 

a „proper language‟ is standard language. Standard language should pass through 

the following process: 

1. Selection, a particular variety must have been selected as the one to be 

developed into a standard language. The choice is a matter of great social and 

political importance, as the chosen variety necessarily gains prestige and so the 

people who already speak it share in this prestige. 

2. Codification, some agency such an academy must have written dictionaries and 

grammar book to „fix‟ the variety, so that everyone agrees on what is correct. 

3. Elaboration of function, it must be possible to use the selected variety in all the 

functions associated with central government and with writing, such as 

parliament and law courts, educational and scientific document. 

4. Acceptance, the variety must be accepted by the population in which the 

variety is used, usually in national language. 
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       Similar to Holmes‟ point of view, Trudgill (2002) argues that Standard 

Language is a language which has undergone standardization,  consisting of the 

process of determination, codification and stabilization. Codification itself, is the 

process whereby a language variety „acquires a publicly recognized and fixed 

form‟. The process of codification are enshrined in dictionary and grammar book. 

Standard English is variety of English normally used in writing, especially 

printing; it is the variety of spoken by those who are often referred as „educated 

people‟, and it is variety taught to non-native learners (Trudgill, 2002). 

       Thomas (2004), another sociolinguist, starts to define standard English from 

an example of the usage of multiple negation. He mentions “I didn‟t say nothing”. 

The use of more than one negative is not standard English. However, according to 

Milroy and Milroy‟s (1985), multiple negation was a normal feature of English 

until seventeenth century. But in the end of eighteenth century, grammarians had 

decided that multiple negation was unacceptable. The grammarians decided to 

avoid the form like “I didn‟t say nothing” and promoted form like “I didn‟t say 

anything”. Thomas (2004) agrees with Milroy‟s (1985) that multiple negation is 

considered as standard form of many languages. Thomas (2004) adds that the 

current standard language form  would look different, since it would have been 

based on different English variety. The variety is that the standardization process 

continues with codification. Related with codification, Milroy and Milroy (1985) 

investigate that standardization and codification involve what they call „the 

suppression of optional variability‟. It means that, if there are two or more forms 

in use, two or more ways of saying the same thing, only one is selected as 
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standard. As the example is multiple negation above. Another example to support 

the notion is the choice of from, in the expression different from, different to, and 

different than. They suggest choosing different from as standard form. 

       Thomas (2004) finds out that written language tends to use more formal 

contexts than spoken language, because written language needs more planning. 

Therefore, written language is generally in standard English. 

 

2.1.2.2 Slang  

       Slang is a term which is popular in teenage community. In the past, slang was 

only used by certain community and no one outside the community knew the 

meaning. This language has a secret and special message, so that only the 

community understood the meaning. Nowadays, slang is generally used by young 

people though older people might use it, too. It has specific characteristics in that 

it can be seen clearly, temporarily and rapidly change.  

       Slang is a part of vocabulary which reflects a person‟s age and it is where the 

different use of language between teenager and old people lies. “Current slang is 

the linguistic prerogative of young people and generally sounds odd in the mouth 

of an older person” (Holmes, 2001, p. 167). It shows the membership of a 

particular young group. For example: in New Zealand, young people usually use 

the term wicked, choice, and cool to describe something they approve of. Because 

slang is lasting for a very short time and always changes, we can catch or guess 

with whom we are talking to in telephone or in written form through the 

vocabulary which is used. 
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       Hartman and Stork‟s (as cited in Alwasilah, 1985, p.57) definition of slang is 

a variety of speech characterized by newly coined and rapidly changing 

vocabulary, used by the young or by social and professional groups for „in-group‟ 

communication and thus tend to prevent understanding by the rest of the speech 

community. In short, slang refers to a term or vocabulary used by young people 

and it is dynamic and always changes. In linguistics, slang is the result of 

linguistic inventiveness, especially of young and lively person who want fresh, 

original pungent, or racy terms with which they can rename ideas, actions, and 

objects that they feel strongly about. It means that slang always comes with the 

newest terms and is renewed by the users who want something different. Some 

examples of slang in American English are, spaced out (under the influence of 

drugs), right on (excellent, perfect), hang up (problem), rip off (a cheat, a 

dispointment), pig (fat) and fuzz (police). Those slangs are used by a certain 

community to express its identity. While for the others who do not use that 

language, it is clear that they are not the member of the community.  

       The definition adopted in this study is in line with Ellis (as cited in Arua and 

Alimi, 2006, p. 2) who defines slang as a variety of language used in certain 

context. It means that people express their sense or feeling of being a member of 

particular group within the community which is not specific to any geographic 

location.  

       According to Suyanto (2008), there are three major problems related with 

slang language: first is the existence of slang as language variant, meaning that 

slang language still exists in community as variety of language. Second,  language 
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creativity by teenagers. The common perception in society that slang is made or 

created by teenagers. The last, social factor influencing the creativity process. The 

condition of environment surrounding the community has participation in process 

of making slang language. Slang shows the feature of informal variety which is 

compact and simple.  

 

2.2 Language and Age 

       This study mainly discusses the word choice focusing on different age 

between teenager and adult. There are two different generations which are 

characterized in language, especially when they use the words to create a 

sentence, a phrase, or even an utterance. So, they can communicate with each 

other in different generations or age. According to Hudson (1980), we make a 

very subtle use of the language variability that is available to us. It means that it 

allows us as speaker or writer to place ourselves in a variety of dimensional 

societies and as hearer or reader to place others in those societies as well. Age, 

gender, occupation, social class, and geographical or ethnic origin have often been 

studied as one of the factors that place us in the society and causes language 

variation. 

       Sometimes in daily experience, there are many examples of vocabulary used 

by teenagers and young people, which need to be translated, so that the older age 

groups can understand it (Peccei, et al. 2004). For example: Peccei‟s twenty-year-

old student added a new meaning for pants (as in underpants) to her vocabulary. 

She said it was roughly equivalent to terrible as in That was a pants exam.  
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       Age related differences in vocabulary are often the ones most easily noticed 

by people, but there are other less obvious linguistic differences between age 

group as well. It means that the differences between age group have brought an 

influence in linguistics. Peccei (2004) agrees that the age of the writer and reader 

will result in the particular form of language being used.  

 

2.2.1 Age-Grading 

       Age-grading is a term regarding to the human behavior which is in line with 

age and it is done repeatedly in one generation. In addition, age-grading indicates 

to different generation in general case, categorizing the language into its character 

and typical of different stages in the life time. For example, in the 1980s the 

teenagers in British used the word wicked for „good‟; it has stopped to use that 

word as well as they have grown older and abandoned in-group slang words 

(Cheshire, 2001). 

       There is an idea that age needs to be treated as a dimension of identity which 

is as complex and as gender, race, or class (Franklin, 2009). 

       Age grading may involve two elements namely age-exclusive feature and 

age-preferential feature (Chesire, 2001): 

 

2.2.1.1 Age-exclusive feature 

       Age-exclusive feature is used only during teenage years. Actualy, slang 

vocabulary may change from one generation of teenagers to another, but the 

process of coining specialised in-group vocabulary in this period of life persists. 

Some age-exclusive features may be due to maturational factors, reflecting, in 
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other words, biological age. The address terms used by adults to children also 

mark their inferior social status: speakers of languages with two or more second 

person pronouns use the informal pronoun to children (and animals) rather than 

the polite form. Childhood seems to be a life stage that is universally salient, but 

the salience of other life stages is more likely to vary cross-culturally, with a 

corresponding variation in age-exclusive features. Thus, where the elderly are 

treated with respect there may be linguistic features used only by this age group. 

There are also slang  forms used only by young speakers, which older speakers 

tend not to understand, thereby creating an age-exclusive youth register. 

Seemingly, in societies where age is an important component of social status, 

there are certain linguistic features that must be used by younger people when 

speaking to older people. 

 

2.2.1.2 Age-preferential feature 

       Age-grading may also involve the use of age-preferential features which are 

used by speakers of all ages in the community, but more frequently by some age 

groups than others. In addition, Labov (as cited in Chesire, 2001, p.5) points out 

the theoretical framework within which analysis of variation and change are 

conventionally carried out. There are two opposing systems of speech norms 

within a community: the overt norms of the dominant social class, to which all 

socioeconomic classes aspire in their careful speech styles, and the covert norms 

of the „street culture‟, which produce the consistent vernacular of the urban 

working class. 

 



19 

 

 

 

2.2.2 Teenager and Adult Language 

       The difference of these generations has brought influence in their linguistic 

aspect especially in communicating with each other.  

The following dialogue is one example between teenager and adult: 

(B is an Australian girl and W is an adult) 

B: We went – I‟ve seen „One Flew Over the Cuckoo‟s Nest‟ – can‟t even say 

„cuckoo‟ properly. That was a good show. The only thing is a swear a lot 

in it. 

W: And that really bothers you? 

B: Mm. Sometimes, like, sometimes I‟ll be in the mood for it and other times 

I‟ll think you, know „I don‟t wanna say that. Cause when you listen t‟other 

people it sounds terrible, you know… 

W: You don‟t think about that when you‟re 13 or 14 doing it yourself. 

B: No, You don‟t. When you get older, you think, „Oh Jesus, what did I ever 

say that for?‟  

(Holmes, 2001, p. 170) 

The dialogue above is another feature of people‟s speech which varies at different 

ages. Not only pitch, but vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar can also 

differentiate age groups. Conversely, it is in middle age that they are most likely 

to use more standard form. According to Holmes (2001), the use of standard or 

prestige forms gets on the top between the ages of 30 and 55 when people 

experience maximum social pressure to conform.  
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       One of the characteristics of teenage language is creativity. It cannot be seen 

from linguistic point of view, but from social side. Teenager is a period when 

someone is in his teen, it is when he likes to rebel against the society. It is shown 

by the language which is not „standard‟.  

       Weiser (2006) states three aspects how teenage language differs from adult 

speech: 

 there is no one teenage language, no youth speaking and writing you can 

generalize, 

 there is an individual linguistic usage of every single teenager, in certain 

communication situations, and there is a speech style of certain groups and 

scenes, 

 nevertheless, you can call some features that are spread over all types of 

communication and are prototypical for the speech of young people.  

The features usually used by teenagers are: first, teenage language is much 

simpler. Second, in adult speech easy things are described in long-winded ways. 

Then, young people use sentences that express their opinion in a direct way, 

mostly coloured descriptions. Next feature is presence of new words and new uses 

for old words. There are also new grammatical rules. Sixth, there is a relationship 

among words. Therefore, it does not have any kinds of rules. The last feature is 

that escapements are dismantled; you can speak spontaneously, because it is not 

important to speak correctly (Weiser, 2006). 
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2.3 Parts of Speech 

       English is considered to have grammatical rule in order to make a good 

structured sentences. According to Francis (1958), “there must be different kinds 

of words, according to the positions they can fill and the functions they can 

perform in various structures” (p. 234). The name of these various types of words 

is parts of speech. There are nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. 

The first parts of speech is nouns; Francis (1958) identifies nouns by five criteria: 

1. Noun determiners, e.g. the, a/an, my, your, our, their 

2. Nouns have two inflections, the plural (-es) and the possessive („s). 

       E.g.: cat ---cats, cat‟s, cats‟     

                Boy ---boys, boy‟s, boys‟ 

                Class --- classes, class‟s, classes‟ 

3. Many nouns may be identified as such by various noun-marking derivational 

suffixes, added either to stems or to other words, usually belonging to other 

parts of speech. 

a. added to verbs: (-age) breakage, demurrage; (-er) sawyer, sailor; (-

ment) payment, agreement); etc 

b. added to adjective: (-ce) abundance; (-cy) relevancy; (-ness) happiness; 

(-ster) youngster; etc 

c. added to other nouns: (-ship) friendship; (-ian) librarian, (-ism) 

Methodism; (-ist) physicist; etc 

d. added to bound stems: (-er) carpenter; (-ism, -ist) monism, monist; (-

ity) debility; etc 
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4. Nouns fill certain characteristic positions in relation to other identified parts 

of speech in phrases and utterances. 

5. Certain superfixes occasionally distinguish nouns from otherwise identical 

words that belong to other parts of speech 

       The second parts of speech is verbs, there are five kinds of verbs marking 

formal criteria: inflection, function words, derivational affixes, positions, and 

superfixes.  

1. Inflection: third singular inflection (-s), past-tense inflection (-ed), past-

participle inflection (-ed), present-participle (-ing) 

2. Verb is a set of function words called auxiliaries.  

a. Auxiliriaries appearing with the base form of the verb are: can/could, may/ 

might, shall/should, will/would, do/does/did, must, dare, need. 

b. Base + (-ing):  am/is/are/was/were; get/gets/got 

c. Base+ (-ed): am/is/are/was/were; get/gets/got; has/have/had 

d. To + the base form: have/had, ought, used, am/is/are/was/were; 

get/gets/got; am/is/are/was/were (about, going) 

3. Derivational affixes: (-ate), (-ize), (-fy), (-ish), (-en), prefix (en-) 

4. Two of these positions are important to be noted here: 

a. Utterance-initial position may be filled by a verb in the base form, alone or 

proceeded by one of the function word please, let’s, do, or pray. e.g: 

please answer at once, pray come in 
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b. The position between two nouns, with or without determiners, may be 

occupied by many sorts of verbs and verb-phrases. E.g. dogs chase the 

sticks, the stars light our path. 

5. There is one group of verbs, however, which are distinguished from related 

nouns and adjectives by the stress-superfix {~´}, with or without 

morphophonemic change. 

       The third is adjectives are class of lexical words identified by their ability to 

fill the position between noun-determiner and noun and the position after a linking 

verb and qualifier such as very, rather, quite. There are two groups of adjectives: 

1. Base adjectives are mostly one syllable, though some have two or three. 

They have no derivational suffixes, and usually in form of comparative 

and superlative degree  by means of  inflectional suffixes (-er) and (-est). 

2. Derived adjective are formed from bound stems, nouns, and verbs by mean 

of quite a large group of derifational suffixes, such as (-ous), (-al), (-able), 

(-ing) 

       The fourth parts of speech is adverbs are a class of lexical words identified 

by their ability to appear in utterance–final position following a noun or nouns 

functioning as complement. The two largest groups are those formed from derived 

and base adjectives by addition of (-ly), such as slowly, firstly, badly, and so 

forth. Like adjectives, adverbs appear with function words called qualifiers.  

        Another source, Towson Education (2000, para. 2) mentions that parts of 

speech is divided into two major groups: 
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1. Content words (open class) are words that have meaning. There are words we 

would look up in a dictionary. Noun, verb, adjective, and adverb are content 

parts of speech. 

2. Function words (closed class) are words that exist to explain or create 

grammatical or structural relationships into which the content words may fit. 

Pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, determiners, and interrogatives are 

some function parts of speech. 

       There are eight main groups of function words according to Francis (1958): 

1.  Noun-determiners: the, a/an, my, your, her, their, these/this, that/those, etc. 

2. Auxiliaries: can/could, may/might, will/would, must, dare, need, used, be 

going, etc 

3.  Qualifiers: very, quite, rather, pretty, mighty, more, most, less, etc 

4.  Preposition: 

a. simple: after, among, around, before, concerning, etc 

b. compound: back of, due to, together with, etc 

c. phrasal: by means of, in front of, on account of, etc 

5.  Coordinators: and, not, but, nor, rather than, either…or, etc 

6.  Interrogators: 

a. simple: when, where, how, why, whenever, etc 

b. interrogative pronoun: who, which, what, whoever, whichever, whatever 

7.  Includers:  

a. Simple: after, although, lest, since, etc 

b. relative pronoun: who, which, that, when, where, whoever, etc 
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8.  Sentence-linkers: 

a. simple: consequently, furthermore, hence, however, moreover, nevertheless, 

therefore. 

b. phrasal: at least, in addition, in fact, etc  

       Different from Francis, Yule (1996) proposes that parts of speech can be 

presented in the following way: 

Nouns are words used to refer to people, objects, creatures, places, qualities, 

phenomena and abstract ideas as if they were all „things‟. 

Adjectives are words used, typically with nouns, to provide more information 

about the „things‟ referred to (happy people, large object). 

Verbs are words used to refer to various kinds of actions (run, jump) and states 

(be, seem) involving the „things‟ in events. 

Adverbs are used to provide more information about the action and events 

(slowly, suddenly). Some adverbs are also used with adjectives to modify the 

information about „things‟ (really, very). 

Preposition are words (at, in, on, near, with, without) used with nouns in phrases 

providing information about time (at five, in the morning), places, and other 

connection involving actions and things. 

Pronoun are words (me, they, he, himself, this, it) used in place of noun phrases, 

typically referring to things already known (he likes himself). 

Conjunction are words (and, but, although, if) used to connect and indicate 

relationships between, events and things (we swam although it was very cold). 
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2.4 Headline 

       In order to make the readers understand the articles we write, word choice 

(diction) should be taken into consideration. Basically, word is a sign to express 

or say idea, concept, and meaning. We have to be careful using the words in 

saying and expressing the source of news, so that the news can be understood by 

the readers (Dewabrata, 2004). 

In the process of writing an article, the task is not just making the articles 

understandable but we have to arrange the words into good and polite sentences. 

The mistake of arranging the words in sensitive issue can make misunderstanding 

and complaint from the opposite who does not accept or is harmed by the news 

(Sumadiria, 2005).  

One of the elements of the article either in magazine or newspaper is headline. 

A headline is the text at the top of a newspaper article, indicating the essence of 

the article. The headline catches the attention of the reader and relates well to the 

topic. Based on Evan (as cited in Freeborn, 1992, p.164) headline is usually 

written in a short sentence or even in a phrase. The important thing is that 

headline can show and reflect the issue or content of the articles. He also mentions 

mentions three criteria for a good headline: simplicity, informality, and impact. 

Headline should be a clear signal, swiftly readable, economical in reading time 

and space.  

Since it reflects the content being reported, headline should advertise the 

article. Headline should be interesting and attract people‟s attention (Opdycke, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Headline
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1980). Headlines should also be depended upon to convey the article message and 

the writer of headline cannot use articles like „a‟ and „the‟ in the headline. 

       Writing article in magazine, newspaper, or any media should be done using 

journalistic language, because every news, articles, and reports that convey the 

message inside the magazine should be understandable (Sumadiria, 2006). 

Journalistic language has some particular characteristics, such as: simple, brief, 

clear, interesting, democratic, logical, grammatical, and in active voice. Dealing 

with simple and brief, the language of headline uses simple form of the verb and 

the infinitive is used to express the message or issue conveyed in the article. 

Freeborn (1992) asserts that wording of headline is affected by at least three 

things: the ideas to be expressed, the technology of printing, and the kind of 

reader associated with a particular paper.  

 

2.5 Previous Studies 

       This study is concerned with the relation between language and age. 

Meanwhile, research on this particular topic is still limited in number. The study 

conducted by Odato and Keller-Cohen (2008) examined how listeners arrive at 

judgments of speech as irrelevant or off-topic (off-target). Older adults and 

college students evaluated a set of narratives ascribed to speakers differing in age 

and gender and presented as conversations or interviews. This study also 

contributed an understanding of the role of age stereotypes in evaluating speech, 

highlighting the listener‟s role in constructing an interlocutor‟s speech as off-

target. 
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       Another study by Nagao and de Jong (2007) investigated the listener‟s 

estimation from talker‟s perception in different age and sex. They observed 

language familiarity affection of listener‟s performance in the case of age 

perception. The study resulted in a description that: first, better age estimation was 

found when listeners listened to a familiar language. Second, listeners‟ age 

estimation was better for female talkers than male talkers only when listeners 

listened to a familiar language. Third, regardless of sex, either male or female, age 

estimation errors increased with the age of talkers.  

       The difference between those two studies is that Odato and Cohen (2006) 

focus on speech of teenagers and adult, while Nagao (2007) is concerned with the 

age of listeners affected by their sex. Dealing with the previous studies, the writer 

wants to conduct similar study in language and age but in different topic, which is 

word choice in magazine of teenager and adult. Moreover, the present study takes 

focus on textual case in magazines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 

 

 

 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODS 

 

 This chapter will discuss the methods of the study as a framework to 

comprehend the objectives of the research. It consists of type of research, data 

sources, data collection, and data analysis. 

 

3.1 Type of Research 

       This study applied qualitative approach. The qualitative approach deals with 

data that are in the form of words, rather than numbers and statistics (Ary et. al., 

2002). 

       The qualitative approach was used to understand and portray the word choice 

that was constructed by the writer of High End Teen and High End Magazine 

articles based on readers‟ point of view. It means that the writer described about 

the word choices used in both of comparable magazines. The type of qualitative 

research used in this study was textual analysis which attempts to identify 

characteristics of the material, in this case the magazine. Based on Ary et. 

al.(2002), “textual analysis is a research method which is applied to written or 

visual material such as textbook, newspaper, speeches, television program, or any 

of other kinds documents” (p. 442).  

 

3.2 Data Sources 

       The data in this study were the headlines of some articles in beauty, fashion, 

and health rubric published by “High End Teen” and “High End” magazine 

29 
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released on February, March, April, and May 2010. The writer took the recent 

edition of those magazines in order to follow the recent issues conveyed by those 

magazines. 

       The writer only analyzed the headlines of certain articles, related with beauty, 

fashion, and health rubric which are read by teenagers and adults. Each headline 

was in the form of phrase, most of them consisting at least of two words. The 

length of the headline was not taken as the consideration of the writer, but in this 

study the writer only concerned with the choice of the words. The writer tried to 

figure out the word choice that was used in the magazines whose readers were 

teenagers and adults. The consideration of determining the scope of this study was 

based on feasibility and time efficiency. 

 

3.3 Data Collection 

In collecting the data from written document, the writer herself  took the role 

as the instrument. The data was collected using documentary note taking which 

was a method to collect the data from printed source such as book, newspaper, 

magazine, and so on to draw the phenomenon under study (Moleong, 2002). The 

following were some steps applied in collecting the data: 

1. Reading the article 

The first step done by the writer in collecting the data was reading the 

headlines which were interesting to discuss. 

2. Collecting the headline  

The writer collected the headlines of both magazines which have the similar 

rubric. 
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3. Selecting the headline 

The writer selected several headlines which are in both magazines such as 

beauty, fashion, and healthy rubric. Those were considered as interesting 

headline because fashion and beauty cannot be separated from human life as 

support their appearance. Moreover, in their ages, adults are concerned in 

their healthy.  

 

3.4 Data Analysis 

       In this study, the writer was concerned with the truthfulness of the study 

which referred to credibility. Credibility or value of truth involves how well the 

writer had established confidence in her study based on the type of research, 

participant, and context (Ary et. al., 2002). Peer review or peer debriefing was 

used to make the data credible. According to Ary et. al, (2002) peers were 

provided with the raw data along with the writer‟s interpretation or explanation. 

Discussion then was considered by the reviewer(s) (peers) whether the data was 

reasonable, given the evidence (2002). Before analyzing the data, the writer 

discussed her study by conducting a seminar in order to make the data credible. 

The role of the peers in the seminar was to judge or comment whether the data 

were credible to be analyzed or not. In this study, triangulation method was used 

to make the dependability of qualitative method which used different theories. 

Furthermore, the writer considered two theories of language and age by Cheshire 

(2001) and Holmes (2001). The difference of those theories hopefully could 

support the dependability of the data to be analyzed.  



32 

 

 

 

       Data analysis is a process to find out the answer to the problems of the study. 

According to Ary et. al. (2002), there are three steps in analyzing the data 

including organizing, summarizing, and interpreting data. In analyzing the data 

which consist of headlines of High End Teen and High End Magazine, the writer 

followed several steps: 

1. Listing the data 

2. Comparing the data obtained from both of those magazines 

3. Classifying the headline into each parts of speech and making the 

percentage. In analyzing the data, the writer used percentage to find out 

particular pattern in a headline through words. Meanwhile, number used 

here as supporting document to show the reader the commonest of parts of 

speech in this study 

4. Analyzing and discussing the findings 

5. Drawing the conclusion based on the result of the analysis 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

       This chapter displays the findings of the study along with the analysis and the 

discussions.  

 

4.1 Data Description  

       This sub chapter displays all the data which are used by the writer in 

analyzing the word choices and the differences between teenage and adult 

magazine. The data were taken from three rubrics in High End Teen Magazine 

and High End Magazine published on: February, March, April, and May 2010. 

There are 54 headlines to be analyzed, 28 of High End Teen Magazine and 26 of 

High End Magazine. The following tables are the headline of both magazines: 

 

Table 4.1.1 Headlines of High End Teen Magazine 

No. 
RUBRICS 

Health Fashion Beauty 

1.  
License to Say AAARGH! An Idyllic Mood Sleek Updo 

2. Ouch…My Back! Short Shorts Bold & Beautiful 

3. A Natural Help Doll it Up! Messy Braids 

4. Keep the Traveler‟s Doctors 

Away 
Adventures in Wonderland Effortless Effect 

5.  Say No to Sleeves Dye-A-Tribe 

6.  Think Tank Feel the Orange 

7.  Fashion! Summer Lips 

8.  Friendly to the Environment Bright Lips are On! 

9.  Flat as a Model  

10.  Around the World in Thirty 

Days 

 

11.  Jumping Up and Down!  

12.  High There  
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Continuation of Table 4.1.1 

 

No. 
RUBRICS 

Health Fashion Beauty 

13.  It‟s Party Time!  

14.  Pear Shape  

15.  Fun Day @Miniapolis  

16.  Girls Just Wanna Have Fun !  

 

 

Table 4.1.2 Headlines of High End Magazine 

No. 
RUBRICS 

Health Fashion Beauty 

1. How to Have Healthy Heart Spring into the Tiger Year Smoky Play 

2.  The Latest Luxury Beauty News 

3. The Art of Eating Tracing Twilight Bare Essentials 

4. No Bones About It Ethereal Romance Short 

Story 

Beauty Trend Setter 

5. How to Get Your Body 

Baby-Ready 

Sign of Times Eloquent Beauty 

6.  Stars on Stage 10 Best Treatment 

7.  Abstract Prints Monochrome 

Brights 

 

8.  An Old Town Tale  

9.  Archipelago Touch  

10.  Hot Pants & Boy Shorts  

11.  Sleeveless  

12.  Sexy Elegant  

13.  Style on Gray  

14.  Power Suit  

15.  The Beauty of Batik  

16.  Romantic White in Harmony  

17.  The Magnificent of Kebaya  

 

 

 

4.2 Findings 

       This part discusses two parts of analysis namely the word choices of headline 

in High End Teen Magazine and High End Magazine and also the probable reason 

of differences in headline writing between those magazines. From the result of the 

calculation in each parts of speech, it can be seen that noun is the most dominant 

parts of speech used by both teenage and adult magazine headline. It is 

approximately 37% for teenage magazine headline and 47% for adult magazine 



35 

 

 

 

headline. The frequency of the use of words that are classified as verbs in teenage 

magazine headline is 14 % which is different from adult magazine headline 

numbering 8 %. While, the other parts of speech also have different number in 

usage.  

       For adjective, both teenage and adult magazine headline take about 17% and 

16%. Moreover, there are 7% of adverb occurrence in teenage magazine headline 

and 1% in adult magazine headline. While the use of noun determiner in teenage 

magazine headline is approximately 7%, almost the same as that in adult 

magazine headline, numbering 9%. There is a similar occurrence of preposition in 

both magazine, in which teenage and adult magazine headline take 7% and 6% 

respectively, while the use of pronoun in both magazine get the same persentage, 

which is 2%.  

       From the result of analysis, the use of coordinator does not have significant 

difference in both magazines. It takes 2% and 1% respectively. Meanwhile, the 

frequency of infinitive and qualifier in adult and teenage magazine headlines have 

the same number. Infinitive takes 2% and the qualifier takes 1% only. 

Miscellaneous occurs only in teenage magazine headline by 2% and the last parts 

of speech, interrogator, has 2% occurrence in adult magazine headline. Although 

those magazines have different frequency in the use of each part of speech, the 

usage is adjusted when they use the word in writing the headline. There are also 

significant differences in the use of exclamation mark and the position of verbs 

between teenage and adult magazine headline. 
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4.2.1 The Word Choices of Headline in High End Teen and High End 

Magazine 

       Based on the list of those headlines described on the table 4.1.1 and 4.1.2, the 

writer classifies each word into its parts of speech which divided the words into 

four major parts by using Francis theory; there are Nouns, Verbs, Adverbs, and 

Adjectives. In addition, there are also several function words which functioned to 

complete the phrases or sentences.  

       Classification in each headline of High and Teen Magazine and High End 

Magazine is analyzed based on the following parts of speech and function words: 

N : Noun   Q : qualifier             Inf : infinitive 

V : Verb   Prep : preposition             Coord : coordinator 

Adv : Adverb  Pron : pronoun             Inter : interrogator 

Adj : Adjective  N. Det : noun determiner         

Miss : miscellaneous  

 

4.2.1.1 Word Choices in Headline of High End Teen Magazine 

         The following table is the percentage of each parts of speech in every 

headline and followed by its analysis: 

 

Table 4.2.1.1 The frequency of word choice in High End Teen Magazine 

No. Parts of Speech Frequency % 

1. Noun 33 37 

2. Adjective 15 17 

3. Verb 13 14 

4. Adverb 7 10 

5. Noun Determiner 6 6 

6. Preposition 6 6 

7. Pronoun  2 2 

8. Coordinator 2 2 
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Continuation of Table 4.2.1.1 

 

No. Parts of Speech Frequency % 

9. Miscellaneous 2 2 

10. Qualifier 1 1 

11. Infinitive 1 1 

 Total 88 100 

 

 

 

1. License     to       Say      Aaaarrh! 

   N          inf        V        Miss 

 

       The diagram above shows that the composition of the headline is noun + 

infinitive +verb + miscellaneous. Here, the verb is chosen as the first word in the 

headline. Based on the context of the headline, miscellaneous is also used to show 

the teenage depression represented in the article.  

2. Ouch     my       back  ! 

Miss      Pron       N 

 

       It can be analyzed from the parts of speech of the headline: there are 

miscellaneous + pronoun + noun. Similar to the previous headline, there is 

miscellaneous used to show a painful expression. It is described by the article 

which tells about health of the back bones. 

3. A            Natural      Help 

N. Det      Adj            N 

 

       The diagram above shows the composition using by headline which is 

adjective followed by noun and the adjective functioned as noun modifier. It 

consists of noun determiner + adjective + noun. Natural is as noun modifier for 

help. There is no special composition and words used in teenage language. The 

word choice is adjusted with the article that discuss natural medicine used for 

recovering the illness.  



38 

 

 

 

4. Keep      the         Traveler‟s        Doctors      Away 

   V       N. Det          N                     N           Adv 

 

       Based on the context, the analysis of the diagram above displays the 

composition which is dominated by nouns. The verb is chosen as the first word to 

give a command sense for the readers so teenagers as the readers can follow as the 

headline said. 

5. An           Idyllic      Mood 

N. Det      Adj           N 

 

       On the headline above, an adjective idyllic is chosen as the modifier of the 

noun mood. As a comparison, the word idyllic is chosen rather than simple. It 

shows that the writer wanted to use a word which can be a modifier from mood 

and the word is rarely used.  The article tells about simple style of fashion.  

6. Short   Shorts 

Adj         N 

 

       The composition of the headline is very simple, which is only adjective + 

noun. The word short which is an adjective functions as noun modifier for shorts. 

The headline describes the article that tells about trouser shorts for pre spring or 

summer 2010.  

7. Doll     It            Up! 

N         Pron       Adv 

        

       The diagram of the analysis shows that the headline consists of noun + 

pronoun + adverb. The article tells about the recent teenage fashion which is baby 

doll style as the trend setter.  Here, the use of the word doll is emphasized. Doll is 

something which is familiar with the teenage world and describes the content of 

the article.  



39 

 

 

 

8. Adventures       in        Wonderland 

       N              Prep             N 

 

       The composition of the headline above is noun + preposition +noun. There 

are two nouns that is chosen by the writer of the headline, adventure and 

wonderland. Those two words represent the article that tells about the wonderland 

style of dress like Alice in the Wonderland movie. 

9. Say     No     to     Sleeves 

V        Q      Prep      N 

 

       The diagram above shows that the composition of the headline is verb + 

qualifier + preposition + noun. As in the headline, the verb is placed on the first 

phrase as to give command to the readers so that they do as the headline said.  

10. Think     Tank 

          V          N 

 

       The headline above only consists of verb and noun. The first word which is 

verb, placed as if to give command to the readers. Think means use our minds 

while tank is a large container for liquid or gas. According to the article tank is 

derived from tank top. Think tank is an idiom which means a center or an 

institution devoted to research and problem solving. Relating with the idiom 

meaning and the article, the words is chosen to solve the problem when teenagers 

confuse about tank top combination. So the article gives guideline to mix and 

match the tank top with others outfit. 
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11. Fashion ! 

     N 

 

       The headline only consists of one part of speech, which is noun. The article 

tells about the recent fashion style and tries to influence the readers to be alert in 

their fashion.  

12. Friendly     to        The        Environment 

   Adj        Prep    N. Det            N 

 

       The diagram above shows that the composition of the headline is adjective + 

preposition + noun determiner + noun. The use of adjective friendly in this 

headline is because the word friend is identical with teenager. In addition, it is 

adjusted with the article which tells about friendly environment clothes.  

13. Fun       Day     @     Miniapolis 

Adj         N     Prep        N 

 

       The headline above consists of adjective + noun + preposition + noun. Those 

kinds of word are used in relating with teenage language. For example the use of 

symbol @, it means at.  

14. Flat          as         a         Model 

Adj        Adv     N. Det     N 

 

       The headline consists of adjective + adverb + noun determiner + noun. The 

word flat as an adjective is placed at the first position in the headline. It indicates 

that flat style as the main idea of the article, so it can give description to the 

readers what the article is about.   

15. Around        the      World       in          Thirty       Day  

  Prep         N. Det       N         Prep         N            N 

 

       From the headline, the parts of speech which creates the headline is 

preposition + noun determiner + noun + preposition + noun + noun. There are no 
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special words that are familiar with teenage language, but it is created to represent 

what the article is about.  

16. Jumping    Up        and         Down! 

    N           Adv    coord        Adv 

 

       The composition of the headline is noun + adverb + coordination + adverb. 

The use of jumping as a noun and placed it firstly shows that the consideration by 

using that word can give some another alternative in the headline writing. 

Jumping is a word related with physical activity, but in this headline, it is used to 

describe fashion style. 

17. High     There 

Adj        Adv 

 

       The composition from the headline above is unique, which is different from 

others. It consists of adjective + adverb. It is rarely found that an adjective is 

followed by an adverb. As in the headline, the use of word high is giving 

description of article which tells about high top sneakers. Besides, high was 

placed firstly that can make sense of saying ‘hi’ or has the same sound. 

18. It       is    Party    Time! 

N       V       N         N 

 

       The diagram above shows a composition of noun + verb + noun + noun. 

There is no special or something different from the composition such as in 

previous number which is verb placed firstly, but the use of the phrase party time 

indicates teenager‟s activity. Party is an activity that is identical with teenage 

period.   
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19. Pear    Shape 

N         N 

 

       There are only two nouns which from the headline. The choice of words as on 

the headline is adjusted to what the article is about. Pear is a kind of fruit that 

usually has tapering towards its stalk. But in this article, this word is used to 

describe the shape of someone‟s body that is talked about in the article. 

20. Girls    Just    Wanna    Have   Fun! 

N        Adv       V           V        N 

 

       The diagram of the headline above consists of noun + adverb + verb + verb + 

noun. There is a verb that indicates the use of slang word, wanna, which means 

want to. 

21. Sleek   Up      do 

Adj      Adv    V 

 

        From the analysis above, it can be inferred that the headline consists of 

adjective + adverb + verb. The use of sleek as an adjective and placed it firstly 

shows that the headline would like to give description about the article. Sleek was 

chosen rather than soft or smooth because the word sleek is appropriate to use in 

makeup style like in the article.  

22. Bold     and    Beautiful 

Adj      Coord   Adj 

 

       The headline above is formed by two adjective that is connected by 

coordination and. There are no special words that indicate teenage language 

characteristics. So the headline is written based on the article talks about the 

appropriate make up for celebrating valentine day. 
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23. Messy     Braids 

Adj            N 

 

       The headline is written by using adjective and noun. The adjective messy is 

used to describe the article which talks about untidy hairstyle.  

24. Effortless    Effect 

Adj                   N 

 

       The diagram of the headline shows there are an adjective and a noun. From 

the words, it reflects the article which talks about makeup nude in spring. 

25. Dye           a           Tribe 

V          N. Det         N 

 

       The headline consists of verb + noun determiner + noun. The verb dye is 

placed firstly which gives sense of command to the reader to dye. While tribe here 

describes the article talking about tribe makeup style. 

26. Feel     The     Orange 

V        N. Det    N 

 

       The three words in the headline above are classified verb + noun determiner + 

noun. Similar to the previous headline, the verb is placed firstly as if to give 

command to the readers.  

27. Summer       Lips 

N                   N 

 

       The diagram above shows there are two nouns, summer and lips. Those two 

words represent the article that talks about makeup trend in lips color. Summer is a 

kind of weather, but it was chosen to describe the bright lips color. 
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28. Bright     Lips       are      on! 

Adj          N           V      Adv 

 

       The composition from the headline above is adjective + noun + verb + 

adverb. The adjective bright functions as noun modifier for lips. The word bright 

is placed firstly to give some sense of cheerful which is close to teenager 

characteristics. 

 

4.2.1.2 The Word Choices in Headline of High End Magazine 

         The following table is the percentage of each parts of speech in every 

headline and followed by its analysis: 

 

Table 4.2.1.2 The frequency of word choices in High End Teen Magazine 

No. Parts of Speech Frequency % 

1. Noun 40 47  

2. Adjective 14 16  

3. Preposition 9 11  

4. Noun Determiner 7 9  

5. Verb 4 8  

6. Infinitive 2 2  

7. Interrogator 2 2  

8. Pronoun 2 2  

9. Adverb 1 1  

10. Qualifier 2 1  

11. Coordinator 1 1  

 Total 84  100  

 

 

1. How   to     Have    a       Healthy   Heart 

         Inter   Inf      V    N.Det    Adj         N 

 

       The composition of the headline above is generally found in newspaper or 

other magazines; there is interrogative + infinitive + verb + noun determiner + 

adjective + noun. Here, the use of the words is directly reflecting the content of 

the article. From the headline, the readers can predict the article that talks about 
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keeping healthy heart. It is indicated by the use of interrogative how, whose 

answer can be found from the article. 

2. The       Art       of       Eating 

N. Det   N       Prep       N 

 

       The classification of this headline is noun determiner + noun + preposition + 

noun. It is common that the headline places noun determiner firstly. All words are 

adjusted with what the article talks about. 

3. No        Bones       About      It 

Q            N              Prep       Pron 

 

       The diagram shows the composition of the headline is qualifier + noun + 

preposition + pronoun. The article is talking about the health of bones. The words 

are chosen by adjusting what the article is about.  

4. How     to      Get    Your    Body    Baby-Ready 

Inter     Inf      V       Pron      N          Adj. Phrase 

 

       The composition of the headline above is interrogator + infinitive + verb + 

pronoun + noun + adjective phrase. Adjective phrase is consist of baby as noun 

and ready as adjective which is baby is modifier of ready. The phrase „baby-

ready’ here means ready to have pregnant. Similar to the previous headline, it uses 

interrogative how which can make sense of question to the readers. So that they 

will be curious with the headline then find the answer by reading the article.  

5. Spring     into      The      Tiger    Year 

             N         Prep     N. Det   N          N 

 

       The words in the headline above are classified into noun + preposition + noun 

determiner + noun + noun. The use of spring is adjusted with the article. The 
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article talks about fashion in spring, especially in 2010 which is tiger year in 

Chinese calendar.  

6. The      Latest     Luxury 

N. Det    Adj       N 

 

       Here, the diagram shows the composition of the headline that is noun 

determiner + adjective + noun. The word latest is chosen rather than recent to 

give sense there is no more choice besides those fashion. In addition, luxury is 

used to give description of something prestigious.  

7. Tracing    Twilight 

             N              N 

 

       This headline has a simple composition; there are only two nouns where 

tracing functions as noun modifier of twilight. In this headline, there are no words 

that make different from teenagers such as slang or words that identical with 

teenagers. It is adjusted with the article that talks about twilight atmosphere 

fashion. 

8. Ethereal      Romance    Short    Story 

             Adj               N             Adj       N 

 

       The diagram above shows the composition of adjective + noun + adjective + 

noun. The uses of the words ethereal and romance indicate something ghostly and 

prestigious which is appropriate to represent the article.  

9. Sign       of      Times 

N         Prep       N 

 

       This is simple composition which is composed of noun + preposition + noun. 

There is no word that indicates adult language, but the composition shows formal 

form.  
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10. Stars      on      Stage 

N           Prep      N 

 

       Similar to the previous headline, there is simple composition noun + 

preposition + noun. The words on the headline are also familiar both in adult and 

teenage languages. 

11. An         Old      Town      Tale 

N. Det   Adj        N            N 

 

        This headline has composition noun determiner + adjective + noun + noun. 

As a general phrase that is based on the rule, noun determiner an is placed firstly. 

The other words are chosen by adjusting what the article talks about.        

12. Archipelago    Touch 

                 N                 V 

 

       The headline above is composed of noun and verb. The choice of word in the 

headline directly reflects the content of the article itself.  

13. Hot       Pants        and        Boy     Shorts 

Adj        N            Coord     N           N 

 

       The composition of the headline above is adjective + noun + coordination + 

noun + noun. The choices of the word are based on the article which talks about 

hot pants as the trend setter and shorts for boy.  

14. Sleeveless 

Adj 

 

       The diagram above shows the composition is simple, just one word as 

adjective. Adult is characterized by straight to the point way of talking. From one 

word sleeveless, it can be indicated that the article talks about sleeveless fashion. 

Moreover, there are no other words that are modified by the word sleeveless.  
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15. Sexy   Elegant 

Adj     Adj 

 

       Here, the headline is composed of two adjectives. The word elegant is used to 

create sense of prestige. It means that the article is discussing fashion which is 

sexy and elegant. 

16. Style      on     Gray 

N          Prep     N 

 

       The words in the headline show the classification in parts of speech, which 

are noun + preposition + noun. The words are chosen with adjusting the article 

which is about sense of gray color in fashion.  

17. Power   Suit 

N            N 

 

       The diagram above shows the composition of the headline, there are two 

nouns. From the headline, there are no special choices of word. It directly reflects 

the content of the article which is discussing suit. 

18. The        Beauty        of        Batik 

N. Det      N             Prep       N 

 

       This headline is formed of noun determiner + noun + preposition + noun. The 

use of words in the headline directly reflects the content of the article which talks 

about batik. In addition, it also place noun determiner firstly as in common phrase. 

19. Romantic     White      in       Harmony 

Adj                Adj      Prep      N 

 

       The headline above is composed of adjective + adjective + preposition + 

noun. The word harmony gives sense of prestige, and the word is usually used in 

orchestra musical term. 

 



49 

 

 

 

20. The       Magnificence      of       Kebaya 

N. Det        N                 Prep       N 

 

       Here, the headline is classified into its function in parts of speech; there are 

noun determiner + noun + preposition + noun. Similar to the previous headline, 

the composition and the choice of word indicate formal form.   

21. Smoky       Play 

             Adj          N 

 

        The diagram above shows that the composition in the headline is adjective 

and noun. The choice of the words adjusts the article which is talking about 

smoky makeup. 

22. Beauty   News 

             N          N 

 

       The diagram shows that there are two nouns in the headline. As the reflection 

of the article, the word choice directly states the content of the article about 

beauty. 

23. Bare    Essential 

Adj        N 

 

       As the previous headline there are adjective and noun as the composition of 

the headline. The word choice is adjusted with the theme of the article. 

24. Beauty   Trend   Setter 

N              N         N 

 

       There are three nouns composing the headline. Those words adjusted with the 

theme of the article. 
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25. Eloquent     Beauty 

             Adj             N 

 

       The headline consists of adjective and noun. The adjective eloquent functions 

as noun modifier for beauty. Since the article talks about beauty trend setter, the 

words are adjusted by its content. 

26. 10        Best   Treatments     

Q         Adj         N 

       As the previous headline, it shows that the headline consists of qualifier + 

adjective + noun. The headline is directly stated that there are ten best treatments 

in the article. 

 

4.2.2 The Reasons of Different Word Choices in the Headline of Teenage and 

Adult Magazine  

       It is commonly known that when people talk to others, who are in different 

age or generation, they use different language or term in each conversation. It 

does not only happen in spoken communication, but also in written 

communication. In this part, the writer found out several differences between 

High End Teen Magazine and High End Magazine.  

       First, in the teenage magazine headline the writer found the use of 

exclamation mark in eight headlines. As a comparison, the exclamation mark was 

not found in adult magazine headline. Second, there were also different word 

orders, in which the verbs in the teenage magazine headline are mostly placed at 

the beginning of headline. The third, in teenage magazine headline the use of 

slang word and miscellaneous words were also found in several headlines. Lastly, 

the writer found a symbol which represented preposition. On the other hand, the 
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writer also found three differences in adult magazine headline: The placement of 

nouns determiner at the beginning of the headline, the use of interrogator words 

which cannot be found in teenage headline magazine, and the use of some words 

that giving prestigious sense (prestigious words). 

 

 4.2.2.1 Teenage Magazine Headline 

       An exclamation mark is used at the end of the sentence to express strong 

feeling. It is usually out of place in formal writing. In other words, it is rarely used 

in formal writing because it makes sense of strong feeling when the writer writes 

it down. Moreover, exclamation mark also functions as forceful command and 

placed in the end of sentence. For example: Open the door!, it means that the 

listener or the reader is commanded to open the door. Regarding the context of 

each headline, the headlines are intended to create strong feeling or emphasis in 

each headline. Based on the context in each headline, exclamation mark is used to 

evoke sense of forceful command to the readers. Hopefully by using the 

exclamation mark, the reader can understand or at least follow what the headlines 

say.  

There are eight headlines which used exclamation mark in teenage headline: 

1. License to Say Aaaarrgh! 

2. Ouch My Back! 

3. Doll It Up! 

4. Fashion! 

5. Jumping Up and Down! 

6. It‟s Party Time! 
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7. Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 

8. Bright Lips are On! 

Here is the meaning of each headline: 

License to say aaarrghh!,  it means that the readers are permitted to say AArrghh 

when they feel in stressed or depressed. 

Doll It UP!, this headline was found in fashion rubric containing teenage fashion 

which focuses on doll look. It means that the readers are commanded to make 

over their appearance with recent fashion in baby doll style. 

Jumping Up and Down!, is similar to the previous headline which is found in 

fashion rubric. The content is about simple fashion without disturbing the activity 

when teenagers wear the dress. It means that the readers are commanded to use 

jumpsuit which is appropriate with Jakarta weather so that they can do the activity 

without getting any disturbance from the weather. 

Bright Lips are On!, this headline found in beauty rubric. It contains the style of 

makeup which means that the readers are commanded to smear their lips with 

bright color. 

       Some of the headlines place verbs firstly in sentence. Here are the following 

headlines which placed verbs firstly: 

1. License     to       Say      Aaaarrh! 

       V             inf        V        Miss 

 

2. Keep      the         Traveler‟s        Doctors      Away 

          V       N. Det          N                     N           Adv 

 

3. Say     No     to     Sleeves 

       V        Q      Prep      N 
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4. Think     Tank 

         V             N 

 

5. Dye       a          Tribe 

       V         N. Det     N 

 

6. Feel     The     Orange 

       V        N. Det   Adj 

       An organized sentence usually places noun firstly and followed by the next 

words. Teenage magazine headlines have different structure when they placed 

verb firstly. Verbs are words used to refer to various kinds of actions involving 

the things and events. So that verbs are the action that is done by the doer, and in 

this case the doer is noun. In this headline, verbs are chosen and placed first with 

specific purpose. It can make sense that the readers are the doer of the actions. 

From this headline, it can be seen that the headlines tries to involve the readers in 

the articles as if they are the doer.  

       Another aspect that makes teenage magazine headlines differ from that of 

adult magazine is the use of slang and miscellaneous.  

1. License     to       Say      Aaaarrh! 

          V          inf        V        Miss 

 

2. Ouch     my       back  ! 

       Miss      Pron       N 

 

The examples of those kinds of miscellaneous used in teenage magazine headlines 

represent ordinary speech in human daily life. It is rarely used in formal writing, 

except in novel or short story which represents the speech of the characters inside. 

Different from the basic function of miscellaneous, those are used in headline of 

the magazine articles. Miscellaneous is chosen in teenage magazine headline, 

when it is taken as consideration that tries to involve the natural expression or the 



54 

 

 

 

reality in ordinary speech. Teenagers are typical with something creative and they 

also have rights in linguistics to create their own language which shows their 

identity. To adapt the special need in teenager language, one of the headlines uses 

slang word which is familiar among teenagers.    

Girls    Just    Wanna    Have   Fun! 

N        Adv       V           V        N 

Wanna is typical with slang word which is characterized as general slang. It 

means that the terms are used by the speakers or writers are out of the standard 

usage, as in standard language wanna should be want to. The usage of slang word 

is also purposed to adapt with the teenagers as the readers of the magazine.  

       The last difference is the use of symbol. As in: 

 

Fun       Day     @     Miniapolis 

N         N     Prep        N 

 

The use of @ is the representation of preposition at. Most of teenagers write 

several words with other symbols that have the same pronunciation.  

       As the previous analysis of the difference in teenage magazine headlines used 

in High End Teen magazine, it shows that there are several special phenomena in 

written form of communication. In written form, it is usually concerned with 

formal language or in formal rules which are the rule in English grammatical book 

or standard dictionary. Considering that teenager is a period of human to break the 

rule and full with creativity, most of the headlines in teenage magazine are out 

from the basic rules in English whether the punctuation or the words. It aims to 

get the intention of the readers, who are teenagers. Teenagers are interested in 

something new and strange. Besides, it also gives an influence to the readers so 
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that at least they are interested in the headlines and later follow what is suggested 

in the article. In addition, there is also the use of words whose meaning are not 

explicit. For example, summer lips. Summer here means that such kind of bright 

color. From that phenomenon, it shows that the writer of the headline wants to 

make the readers curious with the article. In short, although the written form is 

identical with formal language, the writer of teenage magazine will adjust with 

teenage language since that teenage language is created by teenager and in 

informal language. By adjusting the teenage language, hopefully teenagers can 

catch the information from the headline because it uses language which is familiar 

with them.  

 

4.2.2.2 Adult Magazine Headline 

       In analyzing the headline in adult magazine, the writer compared it with that 

of teenage magazine. The differences both of teenage and adult language are 

rarely realized by the society; in fact, it happens in our daily life.  

       The first difference is the use of noun determiner. Although noun determiners 

also exist in teenage magazine headline, there is significant difference in adult 

magazine headline, that is about the position. Most of noun determiners in teenage 

magazine are placed in the middle of phrase or sentence. In the opposite, noun 

determiners in adult magazine are mostly placed at the beginning of the headline. 

The following headlines are the example: 

1. The       Art       of       Eating 

     N. Det   N       Prep       N 

 

2. The      Latest     Luxury 

   N. Det    Adv       N 
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3. An         Old      Town      Tale 

    N. Det   Adj        N            N 

 

4. The        Beauty        of        Batik 

    N. Det      N             Prep       N 

 

5. The       Magnificence      of       Kebaya 

     N. Det        N                 Prep       N 

 

6. The        Best   Treatments     

    N. Det    Adj         N 

From the examples above, noun determiners are commonly used in headline 

whether in newspaper or magazine. As the rule of English grammar, noun phrase 

is usually started with noun determiner.  

       The second difference is the use of interrogator. There are two kinds of 

interrogators: YES-No interrogator and WH- interrogator. The following 

headlines are including in WH- interrogator: 

1. How   to     Have    a       Healthy   Heart 

       Inter   Inf      V    N.Det    Adj         N 

 

2. How     to      Get    Your    Body    Baby-Ready 

       Inter     Inf      V       Pron      N          N      Adj 

Interrogator is a common rule of English grammar that is used in formal writing. 

From both of the differences, the first and second difference, it shows the formal 

writing form or in this study is standard language. Standard means that all the 

words used in the headline follow the rule in English grammar. The probable 

reason of using this kind of interrogator is that the writer of the headline would 

like to raise some curiosity of the readers. By reading the headline first, the 

readers will have a big question mark in their mind so that they are interested in 
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reading the article. Besides, adults are also interested in something straight to the 

point. 

       The last difference is the use of prestigious words. In this case, prestigious 

means something producing respect. In addition, prestigious is something that 

exists in high level which makes sense of formal occasion. Here are the examples 

of the use of prestigious words from the headlines:  

1. Connect    to   Perfection 

V             Prep     N 

 

2. Sexy   Elegant 

Adj       Adj 

 

3. Romantic     White      in       Harmony 

   Adj             Adj      Prep          N 

 

4. Bare    Essential 

 Adj          N 

 

5. Eloquent     Beauty 

   Adj              N 

The word perfection, romance, elegant, harmony, essential, and eloquent can 

produce the sense of respect because it brings positive effect. Positive effect here 

means that each word has positive meaning. Perfection is a word used to express 

something without fault or absolutely in a good condition.  Romance is a word 

used to express something related with love story. Elegant is a word used to show 

a good taste or graceful. Harmony is a term which is related with music. Eloquent 

is a word used to express something skillful and persuasive. Although essential 

does not always bring positive sense, it is commonly used in formal writing such 

as research study, speech, science article, and so on.  The use of those words can 

indicate that there is an effort to give feeling of prestige.  
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4.3 Discussion 

              After having analyzed the data, the writer would like to discuss this study 

deeper. This study mainly discusses the word choices focusing on different target 

readers in generation or age between teenager and adult. According to the variety 

of parts of speech in English grammar, there were almost all of parts of speech 

appearing in each headline in both magazines. In addition, to make a good 

structure, the headlines also contain function words. The most dominating parts of 

speech in the headlines are nouns, since nouns are words used to refer to people, 

objects, creatures, places, qualities, phenomena and abstract ideas (Yule, 1996, p. 

88). There is also no specific pattern or structure that creates the headlines. While 

nouns dominated the headlines, adjectives can also be found in each headline. It 

was considered because adjectives function to fill the position between noun-

determiner and noun and the position after a linking verb and qualifier.  

       As long as the study of language and age, there is no specific theory or 

fundamental rule which state about the word choices related with parts of speech 

in differentiating teenage and adult language. In relation to Sociolinguistics, 

people change as they get older in their phase of life. It is not only the change in 

their behavior facing the society, but also in their usage of language. According to 

the analysis, in each headline of High End Teen, teenage language is less standard 

than adults. They tend to use some words that can attract the readers and break out 

the structure of its language. It is different with adult, when people grow up and 

getting older, their life is more organized and in line with the rule. It is reflected in 
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their language use, adult change their language into standard, which can be seen in 

the headlines of High End Magazine. 

       There is a significant difference in communication of both teenager and adult 

in spoken and written form. From the analysis above, the writer tries to make a 

table that indicates the differences of the headlines taken from High End Teen 

Magazine and High End Magazine: 

 

Table 4.3.1 The differences from teenage and adult magazine headline 

No. Teenage headline Adult headline 

1.  Exclamation mark Noun determiner 

2. Verbs placement Interrogator 

3. Slang words and miscellaneous Prestigious words 

4. Symbol word  

      

 

       In this finding, the writer indicates from the headline of High End Teen 

whose readers are teenagers: Girls just wanna have fun! Wanna is one of example 

in slang words, meaning want to. Even though there is only one headline which 

reflects the characteristic of teenage language, it shows that teenage language is 

less standard. Teenagers are identical with something creative. They tend to create 

their own language to express their ideas which is called as slang word. In line 

with this, Cheshire (2001) proposes that age-exclusive feature is used only during 

teenage years. In this age, teenagers tend to use slang vocabulary in 

communicating with others. It can be seen from the term exclusive, which means 

special. It is only in their group or the language used by their own community. As 

in High End Teen magazine, it is found several headlines which are written in 

informal language such as Girl Just Wanna Have Fun! and Fun Day @ 

Miniapolis. The use of exclamation mark which indicates informal writing in 
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magazine was also found out. Elaborating with informal writing in teenager 

language, there are two miscellaneous words indicated in the headline. 

Miscellaneous words are used in informal writing, except in novel which 

represent the speech of the characters inside. 

       In adult magazine headline, the writer also found several words as the 

characteristics of adult language which cannot be found in teenage magazine 

headline. The word perfection, romance, elegant, harmony, essential, and 

eloquent are the example of prestigious words which can produce high respect and 

bring positive influence for the readers. It is supported by Holmes (2001) that the 

use of standard or prestige form is on the top between the ages of 30 and 55. As in 

adult magazine, in this case High End Magazine, there are no many creative 

words or the words that modify informal form. Most of the words are commonly 

used in newspaper, journal, science articles, and other written forms that use 

standard English. In other words, all the words in adult magazine headline are 

easily found in dictionary. Since adult magazine headline uses standard English in 

its words, the readers can easily predict what the content of the article is about. It 

is because the headline directly reflects its article. 

       From the discussion above, in short, age is one of fundamental factors in 

language variety. Magazine as a media in written communication, should consider 

language to deliver the information. High End Teen Magazine is different from 

High End Magazine in terms of readers, so that they have to pay attention to the 

language in order to attract the readers. In this case the readers of High End Teen 

Magazine are teenagers, thereby the writer of the magazine should try to attract 



61 

 

 

 

the teenagers by using teenage language which is familiar among teenagers. Since 

the teenager is a period when someone likes to rebel against the society by 

showing the language which is not standard, so they are interested in something 

creative and different. Similarly, adult magazine also has characteristics in its 

language. Based on the analysis in the headline of High End magazine, most of 

the language and the structure are considered standard language. The language 

that they used is dominated by formal language. There are fewer creativity and 

slang words which most of them are out of the rules of standard language. In order 

to make the readers interested in the article, the writer of the article should create 

the headline eye catching or interesting as Evans (as cited in Freeborn, 1992, p. 

164) mentions three criteria for a good headline: simplicity, informality, and 

impact. Simplicity means that the headline should be simple and not in a long 

phrase. Informality, headline can inform what the articles are talking about. 

Impact is regarding with the headline which has to influence the readers after they 

read the article. In fact, the headline is the main point of the content of article and 

also the reflection of the article. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

5.1 Conclusion 

       From the analysis that has been done, age is an essential aspect in language 

variety. Regarding communication among human being, language takes an 

important part to build up an effective communication. Since there are two ways 

of communication, both spoken and written ways, in written way the writers 

should consider to whom they deliver the information. It can be seen clearly that 

in teenage and adult magazine there should be a difference in delivering the 

information.   

       The following part discusses conclusion that was taken from the analysis of 

the data which are conveyed in the findings. Based on the parts of speech, there 

was no specific or basic rule in arranging the words in both teenage and adult 

magazines headlines. In teenage magazine headlines, there are several words that 

are closely related with teenagers world, such as doll, wonderland, tank, friendly, 

fun, party, jumping, girls, and wanna. Moreover, in High End Teen Magazine, we 

could find a symbol representing preposition at, which was „@‟. There were also 

some words that could be associated with the real meaning, such as summer which 

means bright color, pear means that someone‟s body with narrow hip, high which 

means hi (homophone). While in High End Magazine, the words used were 

common words whose meaning could be easily found in dictionary. 
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       It can be concluded that the main difference between word choices in the 

headline of High End Teen Magazine and High End Magazine published during 

February until May 2010 is their language. Most of teenage magazine headlines 

used teenage language which is characterized into informal language. The use of 

teenage language was purposed to attract the readers‟ attention who are teenagers. 

Teenagers are interested in something creative and out of the rules. For example, 

the use of slang word (wanna), symbol word (@), and other vocabulary that are 

familiar with them. Different from teenager‟s, in adult magazine headline the 

words were characterized as standard English or in formal language. As stated 

before, the words in adult magazine were easily found in dictionary and clearly 

reflected the article. It was based on the character of adult who are familiar with 

something that is straight to the point, so that there is no creativity in the words 

like in teenagers. In addition, adult magazine headline also used some prestigious 

words such as perfection, romance, elegant, harmony, essential, and eloquent. In 

this case, prestigious means something producing respect. In addition, prestigious 

is something that exists in high level which makes sense in formal occasion.  

       In brief, both in teenage and adult magazines, the headlines must be formed 

as creatively as possible to attract the readers‟ attention. It should be simple, 

informal, and impact so that the headline reflects what the content of the article is 

about.  

        

5.2 Suggestion 

       Regarding this study, the writer wants to give suggestion for the next 

researcher, especially to the students of English Study Program, Language and 
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Literature Department of University of Brawijaya. First, there are still so many 

fields in Sociolinguistics that have not been explored yet, for example language 

variety among teenagers in different society or places and language variety that 

occurs in our society such as Javanese language, Sundanese language, and so 

forth; so other studies relating with Sociolinguistics should be conducted. Second, 

for the next researchers who have similar attention to conduct a study in this field, 

in language and age, they should continue this study and analyze it using another 

aspect, such as writing style among teenagers and adults. Third, because of limited 

availability of theory that discusses language and age in Sociolinguistics, the next 

researchers could apply other field such as Second Language Acquisition but still 

discuss language and age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



65 

 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Alwasilah, A Chaedar. (1985). Sosiologi Bahasa. Bandung: Angkasa 

 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C. and Razavieh, A. (2002). Introduction to research in 

Education. California: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning. 

 

Arua E. and Modupe M. Alimi. (2006). The Creation of Students' Academic Slang 

Expressions in the University of Botswana. Retrieved March 31, 2010, from 

http:///aruaAlimi.html+journal+of+slang+language+in+sociolinguistics&cd=

36&hl=id&ct=clnk&gl=id 

 

Cheshire, Jenny. (2001). Age and Generation-specific use of language. Retrieved 

January 3, 2010, from 

http://webspace.qmul.ac.uk/jlcheshire/sociolingx%20and%20age.pdf 

 

Definition of Magazine (1999). Retrieved March 2, 2010, from 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O999-magazine.html 

 

Dewabrata, AM. (2004). Kalimat Jurnalistik. Jakarta: Kompas 

 

Francis, W. Nelson. (1958). The Structure of American English. New York: The 

Ronald Press Company  

 

Franklin, Daniel. (2009). The sociolinguistic problem of generations. Retrieved 

March 25, 2010, from 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VB6-

4VX9WK2-1&_user.html 

 

Freeborn, Dennis. (1992). Varieties of English:An Introduction of the Study of 

Language (2
nd

 edition ). New York: The Macmillan Press Ltd 

 

Giles and Coupland . (1991). Journal of Sociolinguistics. Retrieved March 31, 

2010, from http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-sociolin.html 

 

Grundy, P (2000). Doing Pragmatics. New York: Oxford University Perss 

 

Holmes, Janet. (2001). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. Oxford: Pearson 

Education Ltd 

 

Houghton Mifflin Company. (2004).The American Heritage Dictionary Definition 

of Headline. Retrieved March 31, 2010, from http://www.answer.com/main/  

 

mailto:ARUAAE@mopipi.ub.bw
mailto:ALIMIMM@mopipi.ub.bw
http://aruaAlimi.html+journal+of+slang+language+in+sociolinguistics&cd=36&hl=id&ct=clnk&gl=id
http://aruaAlimi.html+journal+of+slang+language+in+sociolinguistics&cd=36&hl=id&ct=clnk&gl=id
http://webspace.qmul.ac.uk/jlcheshire/sociolingx%20and%20age.pdf
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O999-magazine.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VB6-4VX9WK2-1&_user.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VB6-4VX9WK2-1&_user.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-sociolin.html


66 

 

 

 

Hudson, R. A. (1980). Sociolimguistics. Great Britain: Oxford 

 

Ibrahim, Abd. Syukur. (1995). Sosiolinguistik. Surabaya: Usaha Nasional 

 

Iragiliati, Ema. (2007). Sociolinguistics. Jakarta: Universitas Terbuka 

 

Leech, Geoffrey, Margaret Deuchar, Robert Hougenraad. (1982). English 

Grammar for Today a New Introduction. London: Macmillan Education Ltd 

 

Linguistic, (online) http://www.tlumaczenia-

angielski.info/linguistics/sociolinguistics.html, accessed on December 30, 

2008 

 

Meyerhoff, Miriam. (1991). Language Variation. Retrieved March 25, 2010, from  

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=LVC 

 

Meyerhoff, Miriam. (2006). Introducing Sociolinguistics. London and New York: 

Routledge 

 

Milroy, James and Lesley Milroy. (1985). Authority in Language: Investigating 

Language Prescription and Standardization. London: Routledge & Kegan 

Paul 

 

Moleong, Lexy J. (2002). Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. Bandung: PT. Rosda 

Karya 

 

Nagao, Kyoko and Kenneth de Jong. (2007). Cross-language study of age 

perception: A sociolinguistic perspective on talker's sex. Retrieved March 25, 

2010, from http://mypage.iu.edu/~knagao/ 
 

Opdicke, John Backer. (1980). Get It right! Encyclopedia of Correct English 

Usage (Revised Edition). New York: Funk and Wagnalls Company 

 

Odato, Chris and Debby Keller-Cohen. (2008). Evaluating The Speech of Younger 

and Older Adults. Retrieved March 25, 2010, from 

http://www.ling.lsa.umich.edu/home/news/2009/12/09/new-paper-evaluating-

the-speech-of-younger-and-older-adults/  

 

Parts of Speech (2000). Retrieved April 15, 2010, from 

http://www.towson.edu/ows/ptsspch.htm 

 

Peccei, Jean Stilwell, and Linda Thomas. (2004). Language, Society and Power. 

London and New York: Routledge Taylor and Francis Group 

 

Sumadiria, AS Haris. (2005). Jurnalistik Indonesia. Bandung: PT. Remaja 

Rosdakarya Offset 

http://www.tlumaczenia-angielski.info/linguistics/sociolinguistics.html%20accessed%20on%20December%2030
http://www.tlumaczenia-angielski.info/linguistics/sociolinguistics.html%20accessed%20on%20December%2030
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=LVC
http://www.towson.edu/ows/ptsspch.htm


67 

 

 

 

Sumadiria, AS Haris. (2006). Bahasa Jurnalistik. Bandung: PT. Remaja 

Rosdakarya Offset 

 

Suyanto, Budi. (2008). Semiotika. Retrieved march 25, 2010, from 

http://74.125.153.132/search?q=cache:RCJORHYuzH0J:digilib.unej.ac.id/ne

wlang =id 

 

Trudgill, Peter. (2002). Sociolinguistic Variation and Change. Edinburg: 

University Press 

      

Wardhaugh, Ronald. (1986). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. New York: Basil 

Blackwell 

 

Weiser, Martin. (2006). Teenage language. Retrieved March 1, 2010, from  

http://ell.phil.tu-

chemnitz.de/socioling/presentations/Teenage%20language.ppt 

 

Word Choice (2000). Retrieved April 15, 2010, from 

http://www.towson.edu/ows/ptsspch.htm 

 

Yule, George. (1996). The Study of Language (Second Edition). UK: Cambridge 

University Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      

 

http://ell.phil.tu-chemnitz.de/socioling/presentations/Teenage%20language.ppt
http://ell.phil.tu-chemnitz.de/socioling/presentations/Teenage%20language.ppt
http://www.towson.edu/ows/ptsspch.htm


68 

 

 

 

Appendix 1: Headlines of High End Teen Magazine published on February 

2010 
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Appendix 2: Headlines of High End Teen Magazine published on March 

2010 
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Appendix 3: Headlines of High End Teen Magazine published on April 2010 
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Appendix 4: Headlines of High End Teen Magazine published on May 2010 
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Appendix 5: Headlines of High End Magazine published on February 2010 
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Appendix 6: Headlines of High End Magazine published on March 2010 
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Appendix 7: Headlines of High End Magazine published on April 2010 
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Appendix 8: Headlines of High End Magazine published on May 2010 
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