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ABSTRACT

Nu’amala, Yerni Pavirena. 2012. The Connotative Meaning and Message of
The Song Lyrics in Adele’s Aloum 21: A Content Analysis. Study Program of
English, Faculty of Culture Studies. University of Brawijaya. Supervisor: Lalu
Merdi; Co-supervisor: Wuliatmi Sri Handayani

Keywords: Connotative Meaning, Diction, Song’s Lyrics, Denotative Meaning,
Semantics, Message, and Adele

Music cannot be separated from human life. The function of music is to
make people able to express their emotions and feelings in their life. Adele as a
female singer and songwriter uses her song lyrics as the way to share her ideas
and transfer messages to her fans. Her songs that mostly tell about her sadness in
love have connotative meanings and messages.

Adele’s songs has so many connotative meanings and messages; hence,
this research was conducted to (1) find out the words or phrases containing
connotative meaning used in the song lyrics in Adele’s album 21, (2) find out the
meaning of each word or phrase containing connotative meaning based on the
context in which the word exists, and (3) find out the message of the song lyrics
related to Adele’s life experience.

In order to answer the research problems, this study was conducted using
the type of descriptive qualitative research, which was intended to analyse the
connotative meaning of words or phrases and message from two of thirteen
Adele’s songs entitled Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You in her album
21, identify the meaning found, analyse the message, and then make the
interpretation and conclusion of the study.

The result of this study was the researcher has identified that Rolling in the
Deep has twenty words or phrases containing connotative meanings and Someone
Like You has fourteen words or phrases containing connotative meanings. The
researcher has also analysed the messages which had similar theme about sadness
of losing love. Both of the song lyrics had positive influence for Adele that she
has to move on her life although there were so many obstacles in her love life.

Moreover, the dictions of words or phrases containing connotative
meaning in Adele’s songs were unique showed her anger and sincerity when she
went through the relationship. They were also contributed to deliver the messages
of the songs. The interpretations of the connotative meaning of words or phrases
were discussed based on the context of Adele’s songs. The two songs analysed
represented Adele’s sadness of losing love. The researcher suggested the next
researchers analyse other song lyrics and elements of the song lyrics, such as
figurative language and its meaning which could give more information to
understand connotative meanings and messages.



ABSTRAK

Nu’amala, Yerni Pavirena. 2012. Makna Konotasi Pada Kata atau Frasa
dalam Lirik Lagu di Aloum Adele 21: Analisa Konten. Program Studi Sastra
Inggris, Fakultas 1lmu Budaya. Universitas Brawijaya. Pembimbing: (I) Lalu
Merdi (1) Wuliatmi Sri Handayani

Kata Kunci: Makna Konotasi, Diksi, Lirik Lagu, Makna Denotasi, Semantik,
Pesan, dan Adele

Musik tidak dapat dipisahkan dari kehidupan manusia. Fungsi musik
adalah untuk membuat orang dapat mengekspresikan emosi dan perasaan di dalam
kehidupannya. Adele sebagai seorang penyanyi wanita dan penulis lagu
menggunakan lirik lagunya untuk berbagi ide dan menyampaikan pesan kepada
para fansnya. Lagu-lagunya yang kebanyakan bercerita tentang kesedihan cinta
memiliki banyak makna konotasi dan pesan yang terkandung.

Lagu-lagu Adele memiliki banyak makna konotasi dan pesan, karena itu
penelitian ini ditujukan untuk (1) menemukan kata atau frasa yang mengandung
makna konotasi yang digunakan dalam lirik lagu Adele di album 21, (2)
menemukan makna dari setiap kata atau frasa yang mengandung makna konotasi
berdasarkan konteks di mana kata atau frasa tersebut digunakan, dan (3)
menemukan pesan dari lirik lagu yang berkaitan dengan pengalaman hidup Adele.

Untuk menjawab permasalahan penelitian, penelitian ini dilaksanakan
dengan menggunakan desain penelitian deskriptif kualitatif yang bertujuan untuk
meneliti kata atau frasa yang bermakna konotasi dan pesan dalam dua dari
tigabelas lagu Adele yang berjudul Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You di
alboum 21, kemudian mengidentifikasikan makna kata yang ditemukan,
menganalisa pesan, membuat penjelasan serta menarik kesimpulan dari hasil
penelitian.

Hasil dari penelitian ini adalah peneliti mengidentifikasikan bahwa lagu
Rolling in the Deep memiliki dua puluh kata atau frasa yang mengandung makna
konotasi dan Someone Like You memiliki empat belas kata atau frasa yang
mengandung makna konotasi. Peneliti juga menganalisa pesan yang memiliki
kesamaan tema tentang kesedihan cinta. Kedua lirik lagu tersebut memiliki
pengaruh positif untuk Adele bahwa ia harus terus melangkah dalam hidupnya
meski banyak rintangan menghadang.

Selain itu, diksi dari kata atau frasa yang mengandung makna konotasi
dalam lagu Adele tersebut sangat unik yang dapat menunjukkan kemarahan dan
kesabaran Adele ketika menjalani kehidupan percintaanya. Diksi tersebut juga
berkontribusi dalam hal menyampaikan pesan dari lagu Adele. Interpretasi dari
makna konotasi tersebut didiskusikan berdasarkan konteks dari lagu Adele. Kedua
lagu tersebut dapat merepresentasikan kesedihan cinta Adele. Peneliti
menyarankan kepada para peneliti berikutnya untuk meneliti lirik lagu lain dan
elemen lain dari lirik lagu seperti makna figuratif dan arti yang terkandung yang
dapat menambah informasi untuk memahami makna konotasi dan pesan.
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CHAPTER'I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents an introduction consisting of background of the study,

problems of the study, objectives of the study, and definition of key terms.

1.1 Background of the Study

Humans living in a society cannot be separated from the use of language
as a tool of communication. The most important function of language is to express
people’s feeling and to interact with others. In Webster’s Dictionary (1995, p.
198) it is stated that “Communication is a method of such sending, giving or
exchanging (of information, ideas, etc.)”. Communication among people intends
to make the speakers and listeners understand the messages. Different types of
media can be used to deliver messages, for example newspapers, magazines,
advertisements, direct emails and songs.

A song that may be accompanied with musical instrument through its lyric
can be an appropriate medium to express people’s feeling. According to Hornby
(1982, p.822), song refers to a short poem or number of verses set to music and
intended to be sung. Meanwhile, according to Procter (1978, p. 653) “Lyric is a
poem or other form of expression about strong feeling”. So, a song lyric is not
only a set of words that are arranged but also a story containing strong emotions
or feelings from the author, for example when he or she is falling in love, missing

someone and being happy, sad, proud, guilty and jealous. Adele as a writer (or


http://www.freeuniquearticles.com/category/technology/communication/

speaker) uses her song lyrics as the way to share her ideas to transfer messages to
her fans as her listeners.

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins who is known as Adele is a British female song
writer and singer. Based on www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/, she was born
in Tottenham, North London 23 years ago. She recorded two albums, the first was
19 in 2008 and the second was 21 in 2011. Those albums were named after
Adele’s age when the albums were recorded. In 2011, she became Artist of the

Year, based on Billboard Magazine 2011 Edition, (www.billboard.com/

features/adele-artist-of-the-year-g-a-my-career-isn-1005641752.story).  Recently,

in 54th Grammy Award 2012, she was nominated for eleven categories and got
six awards. Adele’s song entitled Rolling in the Deep got three awards in the
categories of Best Short Form Music Video, Song of the Year, and Record of the
Year. Her album entitled 21 got two awards in the categories of Album of the
Year and Best Pop Vocal Album. Moreover, her song entitled Someone Like You
in-her album 21, also got an award in Best Pop Solo Performance category.

Adele produced her album 21 in 2011 and gained popularity. More people
recognized her talents in writing emotional lyrics and singing the song with her
great and powerful voice since then. Adele showed her sadness of love through
the lyrics that she wrote based on her own experience. The lyrics she wrote
consist of words or phrases containing connotative meanings and messages that
were interesting to analyse.

In this study, the researcher analysed the words or phrases containing

connotative meanings and messages only in two songs, namely Rolling in the


http://www.billboard.com/features/adele-artist-of-the-year-q-a-my-career-isn-1005641752.story
http://www.billboard.com/features/adele-artist-of-the-year-q-a-my-career-isn-1005641752.story

Deep and Someone Like You taken from album 21. The researcher used the
purposive sample to select the song which were analysed. The choice of the songs
was determined based on two considerations. First, the two songs which were
analysed got awards in 54th  Grammy Award 2012. Second, the two songs
mentioned above contained many connotative meanings and messages that were
interesting to analyse.

Based on the description above, the researcher took “The Connotative
Meaning and Message of the Song Lyrics in Adele’s Album 21: A Content

Analysis” as the title of her research.

1.2 Problems of the Study
Based on the background above, the researcher formulates the problems of
the research as follows:
1. What are the words or phrases containing connotative meaning used in the
song lyrics in Adele’s album 21 ?
2. What is the meaning of each word or phrase containing connotative
meaning based on the context in which the word exists?

3. What is the message of the song lyrics related to Adele’s life experience?



1.3 Objectives of the Study
Based on the formulation of the problems mentioned above, the aims of
the research are:
1. To find out the words or phrases containing connotative meaning used in
the song lyrics in Adele’s album 21.
2. To find out the meaning of each word or phrase containing connotative
meaning based on the context in which the word exists.
3. To find out the message of the song lyrics related to Adele’s life

experience.

1.4 Definition of Key Terms
There are some key terms which are defined to avoid misunderstanding in
this research:

a. Connotation : The configuration of suggestive or associative
implications constituting the general sense of an abstract expression
beyond its literal, explicit sense. (Grolier, 2000a, p. 283)

b. ' 'Denotation : An explicit meaning (of a word). (Webster’s Dictionary,
1995, p. 256)

c. Song : A short poem or number of verses set to music and
intended to be sung (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current
English, 1982, p.822)

d. Lyric : /A poem or other form of expression about strong feeling.

(Longman Dictionary, 1978, p. 653)



€.

Message - Piece of news, or a request, sent to somebody. (Oxford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 1982, p. 532)

Adele : Adele Laurie Blue Adkins is a British female song writer
and singer having two music albums, the first is 19 and the second is 21.
(www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/)

21 : Adele’s second album which was released in 2011, is
named after the age of the singer at the time of its production.

(www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/)



CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter describes about the review of related theories and related
previous studies. The following definitions that the researcher discusses are
semantics, meaning, connotative meaning, denotative meaning, contextual

meaning, song, lyric, diction, message, Adele and her album 21.

2.1 Theoretical Frameworks

2.1.1 Semantics

The term “semantics” is derived from a Greek verb meaning ‘to signify’. It
Is coined in the late nineteenth century (Lyons, 1968, p. 400). Then, the word
“semantics” appears in French as “sémantique”, as used by Michel Bréal during
the 19th century, in his book entitled Essai de sémantique published in Paris 1897
(Pateda, 2001, p. 3). It can be considered as the first use of the term “semantics”
in the modern age.

Semantics that deals with the study of meaning is one of the branches of
linguistic study. There are several linguists who define semantics. Palmer (1979,
p- 1) says that “Semantics is the technical term used to refer to the study of
meaning and since meaning is a part of language, semantics is a part of
linguistics”. Poole (1999, p. 22) also says that “Semantics might be described as
the study of meaning”. According to Yule (1996, p. 114) “Semantics is the study

of the meaning of words, phrases and sentences”. Saeed (2003, p. 3) also adds that



“Semantics is the study of the meanings of words and sentences”. Based on the
statements above, the researcher can conclude that semantics is a part of
linguistics which covers the study of meaning of words and other parts of

language, such as phrases, and sentences.

2.1.2 Meaning
In analysing the language as a means of communication, the analysis

cannot be separated from the definition of meaning. When people communicate
with each other, they tend to share an idea or concept contained in our
communication. Certainly, each utterance that they say contains a meaning related
to the idea or concept that they want to share. According to Lyons, (1981, p. 136)
“The meanings are ideas or concepts, which can be transferred from the mind of
the speaker to the mind of the hearer by embodying them, as it were, in the forms
of the one language or another”. Later, according to Kempson (1977, p. 11) there
are three main ways in which linguists and philosophers have attempted to
construct explanations of meaning in natural language, namely:
a) by defining the nature of word meaning,

It means that the word meaning is taken as the construct in terms of which

sentence meaning and communication can be explained. In this way, there is

a clear relation between words and objects. People use words to refer to

objects and to actions.



b) by defining the nature of sentence meaning
It means that it is sentence meaning which is taken as basic, with words
characterised in terms of the systematic contribution they make to sentence
meaning.
c) by explaining the process of communication
It means both sentence and word meaning are explained in terms of the ways
in which sentences and words are used in the act of communication.
Therefore, when people want to describe the meaning of a word or
sentence, they have at least three possible starting points from which to construct
an explanation of meaning — the significance of words, the interpretation of

sentences and act of a communication.

2.1.3 Connotative Meaning

In this section the researcher explains about connotative meaning of a
word that will help the readers to understand the words or phrases containing
connotative meanings in the song lyrics in Adele’s album 21. There are several
definitions of connotative meaning as the reference. Collins (2001, p. 157) defines
connotation or connotative meaning as an additional meaning or association
implied by a word. Based on Grolier (2000a, p. 283) connotation refers to the
configuration of suggestive or associative implications constituting the general
sense of an abstract expression beyond its literal, explicit sense. Reaske (1966, p.
29) also adds that “Connotation is one of the various implications or associations
that a word carries”. Therefore, connotative meaning always needs a response

which contains emotional values from the readers.



In comprehending connotation in depth, connotative meaning and its parts
should be studied carefully. Connotative meaning is more difficult to understand
than denotative meaning and more connected with people’s feeling, whether it is
happy, sad or hateful. It needs more interpretation to connect the word with the
context which appears. In contrast, denotative meaning has lexical meaning that
can make a sentence easier to be understood by readers. A sentence can be
interpreted connotatively; usually readers are able to know the real meaning of the
sentence by looking at the context. Let’s check these two different examples
below:

1) Tomorrow will be my father’s birthday. 1 will give him a white collar

shirt.

2) My mother is a teacher and my father is a white collar man.

The first sentence consists of denotative meaning. The words “white
collar” refers to a part of a garment that fits round the neck, which has a white
collar. In contrast, the second sentence has a connotative meaning. In western
countries, white collar refers to people that have a profession in an office and
always wear a white collar shirt before wearing their coat. Connotative meaning is
a kind of meaning whose response has emotional values. Some of connotative
meanings occur because the speaker wants to get agreed feeling, pleasantness or
unpleasantness etc, to the listeners but in another side, the speaker has the same
feeling with the listeners.

According to Mwihaki (2004, p. 131), connotation is the real-world value

a speaker associates with an expression. Real-world value is perceived in terms of



tacit socio-cultural principles, norms and rules. Mwihaki (2004, p. 133) also adds
that connotative meaning is, therefore, generally unstable. It varies considerably
according to such factors as culture, historical period, social class and the general
real-life experience of a speaker or group of speakers. It can be described as
coincidental to language rather than an essential part of it. Another example of
connotative meaning is in the sentence: “Please give him an envelope, to make his
business easier”. The word “envelope” has connotative meaning and it means
money to bribe. In that sentence the word envelope is not real meaning but has
another meaning and sometimes has relation with characters and sense of thing, so
meaning is definable by environment (or culture).

The alternative terms for connotative meaning are affective and emotive.
Affective refers to the attitudinal element in meaning, as in the differing
emotional associations (or connotation) of lexical items or the expression of
attitude (or effect) in intonation. Here affective meaning is usually opposed to
cognitive meaning but its alternative terms include emotive and attitudinal.
(Crystal, 1980, p. 17)

The word emotive is a term sometimes used in semantics as a part of a
classification of types meaning. The “emotive meaning” of an expression refers to
its emotional effect on the reader, as in the “emotive content” of propaganda
speeches and advertising language (Crystal, 1980, p. 130) According to Yule
(1996, p. 114) when linguists investigate the meaning of words in a language, they
are normally interested in characterizing the conceptual meaning less concerned

with the associative or stylistic meaning of words.



Moreover, according to Finch (1998, p. 141) the meaning of associative
meaning is not very far from connotative meaning. Associative meaning is a part
of linguistic meaning that needs a deep thinking of people who want to study it. It
is an abstract meaning whose truth remains to be proved by giving explanations,
examples, or facts and not based on the dictionary meaning or other books as in
conceptual meaning from the social and cultural context in which they are used.
Clearly, the connotative meaning of a word is more culturally dependent and more
likely to change over time.

Connotations exist as a part of every day English, also plays an important
role in language such as in song. A song writer uses the connotation of word to his
own purpose and advantages. It means that song writers want to give good ideas
to the listener. The various connotations are maybe so powerful that they totally
replace the denotative meaning. Moreover, for making the lyrics of song, the song
writers have to choose words appropriately to be listened. Good music needs good
lyrics, in order that listeners can enjoy it.

From this case, some poets (or song writers) and advertisers are interested
in using terms in such a way that their associative meanings are evoked, and some
linguists investigate this aspect of language use (Yule, 1985, p. 92). In addition,
Yule (1985, p. 92) says that some of the basic components of a word like “needle”
in English might include “thin, sharp, steel, instrument”. These components would
be apart of the conceptual meaning of needle. However, we may have associations
or connotations attached to a word like needle which lead us to think of “painful”,

whenever we encounter the word. These associations are not treated as part of



conceptual meaning of “needle”. It happens as the effect or result of the readers’
feeling toward meaning of the words that they read or hear related to the context.
From the whole explanation above, in this study, the researcher uses Finch and
Mwihaki’s theories as her main theory in analysing connotative meanings in the
song lyrics in Adele’s album 21.

Later, in order to help in analysing the words or phrases containing
connotative meaning in Adele’s songs, the researcher gives additional theory in
deciding the words or phrases have connotative meaning or not.

According to Pateda (1985, p. 50) as cited in Puspitasari (2005, p. 17) it is
stated that human’s expression could be seen from four sides, namely:

1. Sense (Pengertian)

2. Feeling (Perasaan)

3. Tune (Nada)

4. Intention (Maksud)

Pateda (1985, p. 62) also defines the real characteristics of connotative
meaning, they are:

1. Connotative meaning is not limited to the language, but also

to other system of communication, e.g. art and music.
(Makna konotatif tidak terbatas pada bahasa tetapi juga
pada sistem komunikasi yang lain, seperti seni dan musik)

2. Connotative meaning is not stable, it depends on the taste and

intensity that we have. (Makna konotatif tidak stabil sesuali
dengan intensitas rasa yang kita miliki)

It means that connotative meaning can be found in any aspects as long as it

uses a language as a means of communication. And connotative meaning is



noticeable and feasible to be analysed because everybody has his own

interpretation through his senses.

2.1.4 Denotative Meaning

According to Mwihaki (2004, p. 130) “Conceptual meaning refers to the
logical sense of the utterance and is recognizable as a basic component of
grammatical competence. It is alternatively described as the cognitive or the
denotative meaning (denotation)”. Simple definition of denotation is given by
Webster’s Dictionary (1995, p. 256) that denotative meaning refers to an explicit
meaning (of a word). Meanwhile, according to Collins (2001, p. 199) denotative
meaning has a function to denote which has a literal or obvious meaning (of a
word or phrase). It means that denotative meaning of a word connects the word
itself to its object directly. For example, the word “boy” this means ‘““a male child
or youth”. We do not need more effort to interpret the word, because we can find
the meaning of it in the dictionary.

It is also supported by Yule (1996, 114) who says “Conceptual meaning
covers those basic, essential components of meaning which are conveyed in the
literal use of a word”. If we say “dog”, normally we think that it is @ common
animal with four legs. The meaning of “dog” is normally based on what it is
written in a dictionary. Therefore, when people find a word, they are usually more

concerned with the word with the reality to get the real meaning of it.



2.1.5 Contextual Meaning

In every activity of communication, people have to consider the
importance of context in order to avoid misinterpretation, whether they are
studying, reading newspaper, or chatting. It is impossible to give the meaning of a
word without putting it in a context. According to Chaer (2003, p. 290) contextual
meaning is a meaning of a lexeme or a word in a certain context. Saeed (2003, p.
181) also defines contextual meaning as the meaning of utterances which is
interpreted and constructed based on the context. In addition, Palmer in Semantics
(1979, p. 92) states that the meaning of a word or morpheme is determined by the
environment in which it occurs. So, the researcher can conclude that contextual
meaning as the meaning of word or morpheme or utterance is determined by its

environment which gives significant influence.

2.1.6 Song

Song makes people’s life more alive. None in this world live without song
or music. Usually songs are created as a reflection of people’s life whether they
talk about love, friendship, family or religion. According to Hornby (1982, p.822),
song refers to a short poem or number of verses set to music and intended to be
sung. Besides, in Webster’s Dictionary (1995, p. 946), song is a short composition
in which words and music together form a unity.

Song is kind of musical expressions which consist of rhythm and lyric. It
becomes one of some media used to express people’s feeling appropriately,
because it contains some words and messages which contain the author’s feelings.

When we read or listen to a song through its lyric, we can find many of them that



are not written in a real meaning or a connotative meaning which reflects the

author’s perceptions, thoughts and feelings.

2.1.7 Lyric

Lyric is a part of a song or music. Lyrics of song can be described as
composer’s expression or something from song writer who tries to express his or
her feelings, criticism or even messages to the listeners by means of language.
The term lyric firstly emerges from the Greek term “lyrikos” which was
originally a song written for musical accompaniment by a lyre. Lyrics tend to be
subjective and emotional rather than intellectually complex and are generally
written in the first person (Grolier, 2000a, p. 414).

Reaske (1966, p. 35) says that “The term of “lyric” now designates a short
poem which emphasizes the expression of the individual’s feelings and emotions
rather than external events or attitudes”. Later, according to Procter (1978, p. 653)
“Lyric is a poem or other form of expression about strong feeling”. It means that
lyric now is not only a set of words that are arranged by the author without
meaning but also it can be called a short poem that represents the subjectivity of
the author’s feelings or emotions which are accompanied with musical instrument.
The emotions or feelings that are contained in a lyric can tell about the condition
of the author whether he is falling in love, missing someone and being happy, sad,
proud, guilty and also jealous. We can recognize those conditions based on the

author’s choice of words.



2.1.8 Diction

Reaske (1966, p. 31) says that “Diction concerns the use of words in
poetry”. In this way, people have to remember that lyric can be taken as a short
poem which represents the expression of the individual’s feelings and emotions.
In writing the song lyric, the song writers have to consider the diction used on
their lyrics in order to make the song more impressive and soulful. Reaske (1966,
p. 31) also states that “When the readers ask about the diction of a poem or lyric,
they are inquiring into the stylistic and tonal qualities of the words which the poet
or the author’s of a lyric has chosen. The readers are concerned with the
vocabulary of the poem”. Diction has very important role to create mood, emotion
and also the context of the song.

In Grolier (2000a, p. 366) it is stated that “Diction is a choice and use of
words in speech or writing. The use of words in a lyric plays an important role in
building some meanings that can be broadly interpreted by the hearers”. Wales
(2001, p. 108) also adds that “Diction is a literary term referring to lexis or
vocabulary, mainly used in discussions of style, to mean all the lexical items in a
text or as used by an author”. In this way, a poet or an author of a lyric always has
a chance to select an appropriate word containing his or her intended meaning in

his or her poem or song.

2.1.9 Message
Communication among people intends to make the speakers and listeners
understand the messages. The communication will fail when the listeners cannot

get the ideas or messages on the communication. As the researcher stated before,



song becomes one of the media used to express and communicate people’s
feeling. People will be bored with song if they do not understand the message of
the song lyrics. By understanding the message of the song lyrics, people may
enjoy that music.

Wales (2001, p. 248) states that message which is taken into linguistics
from communication theory as part of the model of human communication. Then,
human language, however, is much more complex than technical signals. It shows
that message is possible to be ambiguous in its form and also have more than one
possible interpretation in human communication. The delivery of a message in
process of communication can be influenced from several factors, such as facial
expression and gesture. In a song, however, the delivery of its message can be
influenced not only from the lyrics which are written, but also from tone of voice
and context from a singer.

Wales (2001, p. 247-248) states that message is a piece of information
which is encoded by a speaker or a writer as addresser into a linguistic form or
code and transmitted via the medium of speech or writing along a channel to an
addressee who decodes it. Moreover, Hornby (1982, p. 532) defines message as
piece of news, or a request, sent to somebody. In Grolier (2000b, p. 823) also
defines message as a communication transmitted by spoken or written words, by
signals, or by other means from one person or group into another. From the
explanation above, it can be concluded that message is a piece of information

which contains an idea which conveys in a communication.



2.1.10 Adele and Her Album 21

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins who is known as Adele was born in Tottenham,
North London 23 years ago on May 5. She started to sing at the age of four and
wrote the song when she was just 16 years old. Jill Scott, Etta James, Billy Bragg,
Peggy Lee, Jeff Buckley and The Cure are the singers who influence her passion
in- music (www.adele.tv/biography/). Adele was graduated from musical
institution named BRIT School in Croydon in May 2006. At the time of her
education, she was interested in Artist and Repertoire (A&R) music label for her
professional career of music. Therefore, she recorded three songs for demo. Later,
her friends posted Adele’s songs on MySpace, an online social network. Adele’s

music received much positive attention that led her to start her music career under

music label named XL Recordings (www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/).

Adele recorded two albums. The first aloum was 19 released in 2008 and
the second was 21 released in 2011. Those albums were named after Adele’s age
when the albums were recorded (www.adele.tv/blog/?pg=6). Her album 21
released on January 24, 2011 in the United Kingdom and most of European
Countries. Then it released again on February 22, 2011 in North America
(www.adelefans.info/adele-biographyy/).

This album can be described as contemporary and country music. Based

on www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/, (2011), it is stated that the influence of

her album came from her bus driver that plays contemporary Nashville music

while touring to the South America. She also told Spin Magazine that her bus


http://www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/
http://www.adelefans.info/adele-biography/

driver listened to all amazing country music like Rascal Flatts. “It was really
exciting for me, because I never grew up around (that music)”, Adele said.

Adele showed her sadness in love through the lyrics that she wrote based
on her own experience. Most of her songs in her alboum 21 narrated about her bad
relationship with her former boyfriend. Based on The New York Post (2012) as

cited in www.radaronline.com (2012) the man who broke Adele’s heart and

inspired her album was Slinky Winfield. He is known as a musician and an actor
who is 25 years old. He was also one of Adele’s friends in South London.
Recently, in 54th Grammy Award 2012, she was nominated for eleven
categories and got six awards. Adele’s song entitled Rolling in the Deep got three
awards in the categories of Best Short Form Music Video, Song of the Year, and
Record of the Year. Then, her aloum entitled 21 got two awards in the categories
of Album of the Year and Best Pop Vocal Album. Moreover, her song entitled
Someone Like You in her album 21, also got an award in the category of Best Pop
Solo Performance. In addition, in 2011 she became Artist of the Year, based on

Billboard Magazine 2011 Edition, (www.billboard.com/features/adele-artist-of-

the-year-g-a-my-career-isn-1005641752.story). Now, she has a bright music

career and a better life with her new boyfriend named Simon Konecki.

2.2 Previous Studies
In this sub chapter, the researcher presents three previous studies that deal
in analysing the connotative meaning of the song lyrics. The first previous study

was done by Puspitasari (Universitas Brawijaya Malang, 2005) entitled ‘“4n


http://www.radaronline.com/
http://www.billboard.com/features/adele-artist-of-the-year-q-a-my-career-isn-1005641752.story
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Analysis on the Connotative Meaning in Westlife’s Songs”. She analysed seven
songs entitled If I Let You Go, Flying without Wings, Swear It Again, Moments, |
Need You, Try Again and We Are One in Westlife’s album entitled Deluxe. She
found out that those songs mostly tell about love reflecting happiness and sadness
that the author and his lover had already faced in their journeys of love. The result
of her discussion was that Westlife’s songs in their album Deluxe had more than
three words or phrases containing connotative meanings in every song. In her
study she also found out that most of the words or phrases tell about love
(happiness and sadness).

The second previous study was conducted by Mohammad Hasan (The
State Islamic University of Malang, 2008). His thesis entitled “An Analysis on the
Denotative and Connotative Meaning of Lyrics of Creed’s Songs”. He analysed
five Creed’s songs entitled My Sacrifice, Don’t Stop Dancing, One Last Breath,
My Own Prison and What's This Life for. The result of his discussion was that
Creed’s songs contains the words and phrases containing connotative meaning
which contains allusion and popularly Christian theological concept of absolute
individual belief, named Monotheistic. Those songs analysed mostly tells about
questions of faith, Christianity, and eternity.

The third previous study was conducted by Heriyanto (Ahmad Dahlan
University Yogyakarta, 2008). His thesis entitled “A Semantic Study of
Connotative Meaning in Roxette’s Songs”. He analysed four songs in Roxette’s
Album 16 Top Hits and found out many words and phrases containing connotative

meaning. The result of his research was that the functions of connotative



meanings of Roxette’s song lyrics are to make the message more impressive and
romantic, to know the message of the whole songs and to make message more
beautiful and suitable. The context of connotative meaning used is divided into
two; they are linguistic context and situational context.

Based on the studies that had been conducted before, the researcher was
challenged to conduct the similar research related to the three studies before. The
reason was that she also interested to analyse connotative meaning in song lyrics,
especially in Adele’s songs. The similarity between the previous studies with this
study was in the discussion about connotative meaning of the song lyrics, while
the differences lies on the data which used Adele’s song in her album 21 and the
problem of study which analysed about the message of Adele’s song lyrics related
to her life experience. Moreover, the researcher used those previous studies as
reference in analysing connotative meaning in the song lyrics, especially on the
research method and discussion of the findings. For the contribution, this research
can be used as reference for the next researchers in analysing message related to

the writer’s of the song life experience.



CHAPTER I

RESEARCH METHODS

This chapter discusses the methods of conducting the study consisting of

research design, data source, data collection, and data analysis.

3.1 Research Design

The research approach in this study was qualitative research. The data of
this research were in the form of words. According to Ary, et al. (2002, p. 425)
“The qualitative research deals with data that are in the form of words, rather than
numbers and statistics”. Then it was supported by Creswell (1998, p. 15) that
states “A qualitative research is an inquiry process of understanding based on
distinct methodological traditions of inquiry that explore a social or human
problem”. According to Denzin and Lincoln (1994) as cited in Creswell (1998, p.
145), “Qualitative research involves the study used in collection of a variety of
empirical materials — case study, personal experience, introspection, life story,
interview, observation, history, interaction, and visual texts — that describe routine
and problematic moments and meaning in individuals’ lives (p.2)”. So, this
research attempted to describe the connotative meaning and revealed the message
of the song lyrics related to Adele’s life experience in Adele’s album 21.

The type of qualitative research employed was content or document
analysis. Ary, et al. (2002, p. 442) state that “Content or document analysis is a
research method applied to written or visual materials for the purpose of

identifying specified characteristics of the material. The materials analysed can be



text books, newspapers, speeches, television programs, advertisements, musical
compositions, or any of a host of other types of documents”. Since this study
intended to analyse the written song lyrics in Adele’s album 21, type of research

applied was document analysis in qualitative approach.

3.2 Data Source

This study intended to find out the connotative meaning and revealed the
message of the song lyrics related to Adele’s life experience in Adele’s album 21.
The researcher used the purposive sample, especially the extreme case sample to
select units that are special or unusual (Ary, et.al, 2002, p. 429). The data were
taken from two of thirteen Adele’s songs recorded in 21. The choice of the song
was determined based on two considerations. First, the two songs which were
analysed got awards in 54th Grammy Award 2012. Rolling in the Deep got three
awards in the categories of Best Short Form Music Video, Song of the Year, and
Record of the Year. Then, Someone Like You got an award in the category of Best
Pop Solo Performance. The second consideration was the two songs mentioned
above contained many connotative meanings and messages that were interesting
to analyse.

The data sources in this study were taken from the written song lyrics in
Adele’s album 21 from the website http://www.azlyrics.com/a/adele.html. Then,
the researcher collected Adele’s official interview which consists of her opinions
about  her songs taken - from  the website - http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WDdMdXDc4ok. It was used to analyse the message of each lyrics

related to her life experience.



3.3 Data Collection
After the data sources were available, the researcher explained about how
to collect the data. Ary, et al. (2002, p. 430) state that “The data collection
methods that are used to gather the data in qualitative research are observation,
interview, and document analysis”. Therefore, from one of many ways in
collecting the data, this study used document analysis that was taken from the
written song lyrics in Adele’s album 21 and her official interview.
The researcher obtained the data directly from the lyrics of Adele’s songs
especially from her album 21 and Adele’s interview which were taken from the
websites. Therefore those data were in the form of words.
The ways to collect the data were described as follows:
1. Reading the song lyrics entitled Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like
You in Adele’s album 21.

2. Selecting the words or phrases containing connotative meaning in the
song lyrics entitled Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You in
Adele’s album 21 based on the theory of connotative meaning proposed

by Alice Mwihaki (2004) and Geoffrey Finch (1998).

3.4 Data Analysis

In this study, the researcher used theory triangulation in measuring the
credibility and dependability of the data collected, in order to make data become
valid and reliable. According to Ary, et al. (2002, p. 453) theory triangulation
involves consideration of how the phenomenon under study might be explained

by multiple theories. Considering different theories, the researcher might be



gained better insights. The reseacher used two theories from Alice Mwihaki’s and
Geoffrey Finch’s which were explained about connotative meaning. Those
theories supported this research in terms of analysing connotative meaning of
each word or phrase in the song lyrics entitled Rolling in the Deep and Someone
Like You. Then the researcher used the internet sources to collect Adele’s official
interview to analyse the message of the song lyrics related to Adele’s life
experience.

After the data were collected, the researcher started to analyse them

through the following steps:

1. Determining the words or phrases in the song lyrics entitled Rolling in
the Deep and Someone Like You in Adele’s album 21 containing
connotative meaning.

2. Finding the meaning of each word or phrase containing connotative
meaning based on the context in the song lyrics entitled Rolling in the
Deep and Someone Like You in Adele’s album 21.

3. Analysing and discussing the message of the song lyrics related to
Adele’s life experience while watching Adele’s official interview
which shows her opinions about the two songs entitled Rolling in the
Deep and Someone Like You.

4. Making conclusion based on the finding and discussion.



CHAPTER IV

FINDING AND DISCUSSION

This chapter consists of finding of this research and discussion of the

finding.

4.1 Finding

The finding answered the research questions of this study. The first
problem of the study was concerned with the words or phrases containing
connotative meaning used in the song lyrics in Adele’s album 21, the second
problem of the study was to analyze the meaning of each word or phrase
containing connotative meaning based on the context in which the word exists,
and the third problem was to analyze the message of the song lyrics related to
Adele’s life experience.

The researcher presented the finding of words or phrases containing
connotative meaning and revealed the message in two songs, namely Rolling in
the Deep and Someone Like You which were taken from Adele’s album 21. The
data analysis were chosen purposively and the choice of the song was determined
based on two considerations. First, they got some awards in 54th Grammy Award
2012. Second, they could represent the whole songs containing connotative
meanings and messages in Adele’s alboum 21.

The words or phrases containing connotative meaning in Rolling in the
Deep and Someone Like You were discussed based on theory of connotative

meaning by Alice Mwihaki’s (2004) and Geoffrey Finch’s (1998). The



connotative meanings of the words or phrases were analysed based on how the
words and phrases were used in the context and also the meaning of the words and
phrases were described denotatively based on dictionary in order to make the
analysis clearer. Later, the messages of the songs were analyzed in the following
explanation based on Adele’s official interview which contained of opinions about
her ~ songs  taken  from the  websites  http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WDdMdXDc4ok (2011). The transcript of the interview was shown in
the appendices whereas the complete description of the data analysis was shown
in the following explanation.

A) The Song Lyric of Rolling in the Deep

There's a fire starting in my heart (1)
Reaching a fever pitch, (2)

It's bringing me out the dark (3)
Finally I can see you crystal clear (4)
Go 'head (5) and sell me out (6)
and I'll lay your shit bare (7)

See how | leave with every piece of you (8)
Don't underestimate the things that | will do

The scars of your love remind me of us (9)
They keep me thinking that we almost had it all
The scars of your love, they leave me breathless (10)
I can't help feeling

We could have it all
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
Rolling in the deep (11)

(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)
You had my heart inside your hand (12)
(‘You're gonna wish you never had met me)

And you played (13) it, to the beat (14)

(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)



Baby, I have no story to be told
But I've heard one on you
And I'm gonna make your head burn (15)
Think of me in the depths of your despair
Make a home down there (16)
As mine sure won't be shared

Could have had it all
Rolling in the deep
You had my heart inside your hand
But you played it, with a beating

Throw your soul (17) through every open door (18)
Count your blessings to find what you look for (19)
Turn my sorrow into treasured gold (20)

You'll pay me back in kind and reap just what you've sown

4.1.1 The Analysis of the Words or Phrases Containing Connotative

Meaning in Adele’s Song Entitled Rolling in the Deep

a) Word/phrase in context : there’s a fire starting in my heart (1)
Denotative meaning : condition of burning
Connotative meaning : anger and pain

“A fire” connotatively meant Adele’s (as the writer of the song) anger
and pain. So, the lyric there’s a fire starting in my heart showed Adele’s
anger and pain in her heart after her relationship was over with her

boyfriend because of his betrayal.

b)  Word/phrase in context - reaching a fever pitch (2)
Denotative meaning : - a fever pitch: a level of great

excitement



Connotative meaning - higher level of anger

“A fever pitch” connotatively meant Adele’s higher level of anger. The

lyric reaching a fever pitch meant that her boyfriend’s betrayal made her

very angry.
¢)  Word/phrase in context - it’s bringing me out the dark (3)
Denotative meaning . absence of light
Connotative meaning : hidden personality
“Dark” connotatively meant hidden personality. The lyric it’s bringing
me out the dark meant that Adele finally knew clearly about her

boyfriend’s personality. It showed that her boyfriend has bad personality

which was a betrayer.

: finally | can see you crystal clear (4)

.- crystal:  natural substance like

d) Word/phrase in context

Denotative meaning

quartz; transparent

- clear: easy to see through; obvious
Connotative meaning : obvious behaviour
“Crystal clear” connotatively meant Adele boyfriend’s obvious

behaviour. The lyric finally | can see you crystal clear meant that Adele

finally could see how he really is.



e) Word/phrase in context - go ‘head (5) and sell me out (6)
Denotative meaning . - go-ahead: make progress
- sell (something) out: part or all of
one’s share in a business
Connotative meaning : - go ‘head: to allow someone (to do
something)
-sell me out: ignore me; see me
nothing
“Go ‘head” connotatively meant to allow someone (to do something),
whereas “sell me out” connotatively showed Adele’s ignorance. The
lyric go ‘head and sell me out was the expression of Adele’s

disappointment and let him go.

f)  Word/phrase in context > 'll lay your shit bare (7)
Denotative meaning : - shit: excrement (not in polite use)
- bare: without clothing or covering
Connotative meaning : uncovered badness (or disgrace)
“Shit bare” connotatively meant uncovered badness. So, the meaning '/l
lay your shit bare in the lyric was that Adele tried to uncover her

boyfriend’s badness that he was a betrayer.



g) Word/phrase in context - see how 1 leave with every piece of

you (8)
Denotative meaning . - piece: part or bit
- you: the person addressed
Connotative meaning : memories of Adele’s boyfriend

“Every piece of you” connotatively meant memories of Adele’s
boyfriend. The lyric see how | leave with every piece of you was the

expression of Adele’s condition that she left every memorable moment

with her boyfriend after her relationship was over.

h)  Word/phrase in context : the scars of your love remind me of us
(9)
Denotative meaning . - scars: mark remaining on the surface

(of skin, furniture, etc) as the result
of injury or damage.
- love : warm, kind feeling; fondness;
affectionate and tender devotion
Connotative meaning : Adele’s boyfriend betrayal
“The scars of your love” connotatively meant Adele’s boyfriend
betrayal. The lyric the scars of your love remind me of us showed that his

betrayal always reminded her about their relationship, although it was

over.



i) -~ Word/phrase in context - they leave me breathless (10)
Denotative meaning : out of breath
Connotative meaning : powerless; cannot do anything
“Breathless”’ connotatively meant powerless. The lyric they leave me
breathless described Adele’s situation which she could not do anything

or powerless after her relationship was over.

j)  Word/phrase in context : rolling in the deep (11)
Denotative meaning .- rolling: come, arrive, in large
number

- deep: going a long way down from
the top
Connotative meaning : sadness changed into anger
“Rolling in the deep” connotatively meant Adele’s sadness changed into
anger. The lyric rolling in the deep was the expression of Adele’s sadness

after her relationship was over with her boyfriend.

k) Word/phrase in context . you had_my heart inside your hand
(12)
Denotative meaning . - heart: part of the body which pumps

blood through the system

- inside : inner side or surface



- hand: part of the human arm beyond
the wrist

Connotative meaning : Adele’s love which is given to her

boyfriend

“My heart inside your hand” connotatively meant Adele’s love which

was given to her boyfriend. The lyric you had my heart inside your hand

showed that she really loved him more than anyone. By using the word

“heart”, she tried to describe that her love was big for her boyfriend.

Word/phrase in context : and you played (13) it, to the beat
(14)
Denotative meaning . - played: have fun; do things to pass
the time pleasantly, as children do
- beat: hit repeatedly
Connotative meaning : - played: hurt

- to the beat: repeatedly ; again and

again

“Played” connotatively meant hurt, whereas “fo the beat” connotatively

meant again and again. So, the lyric and you played it, to the beat was the

expression of Adele’s feeling which was hurted again and again by her

boyfriend.



m) Word/phrase in context - and I'm gonna make your head burn

(15)

Denotative meaning - head: part of the body which
contains the eyes, nose, mouth and
brain.

- burn: be on fire ; produces flames
and heat

Connotative meaning . remember

“Head burn” connotatively meant remember. The meaning and I'm
gonna make your head burn in the lyric meant that Adele wanted him to

remember that he was the one who caused her heart to break.

n) Word/phrase in context - make a home down there (16)
Denotative meaning : - make: cause to appear by breaking,
tearing, removing material; bring
into existence
- home: place where one lives, esp.
with one’s family
Connotative meaning - stay for a long time
“Make a home” connotatively meant stay for a long time. The lyric make
a home down there indicated that her boyfriend should stay for a long
time in there. The word “there” meant as his deep sadness showed in the

previous lyric “think of me in depths of your despair .




0) - Word/phrase in context

open door (18)

Denotative meaning

Connotative meaning

- throw your soul (17) through every

throw: cause something to go
through the air, usually with force,
by movement of the arm or by
mechanical means

soul: no material part of a person,
believed to exist for ever

open: not closed

door: piece of wood, etc used for
closing the entrance to a building,
room, etc

throw your soul: give the love and
care

every open door: in any body

“Throw your soul” in connotative meaning was to give the love and care,

whereas “open door” connotatively meant to any body. The meaning

throw your soul through every open door in the lyric showed that Adele

said angrily to her boyfriend that he could gave his love in any body.



p) Word/phrase in context - count your blessings to find what you

look for (19)
Denotative meaning : the favour of God
Connotative meaning :love and all things that Adele’s

boyfriend already gets
“Blessings” In connotative meaning refered to love and all things that
Adele’s boyfriend already got. The lyric count your blessings to find
what you look for was the expression that Adele already gave him her

love and all things include care and happiness. Nevertheless, he left her

so badly.
gq) Word/phrase in context . turn my sorrow into treasured gold
(20)
Denotative meaning . - treasured: collection of gold and
silver, jewels, etc
- gold: yellow precious metal
Connotative meaning - happiness

“Treasured gold” in connotative meaning indicated happiness. So, the
lyric turn my sorrow into treasured gold meant Adele’s sorrow changed

into happiness when her relationship with her boyfriend was over.



4.1.1.2 The Message Contained in Rolling in the Deep

Rolling in the Deep was the first song in Adele’s album 21. This song was
about the beginning of Adele’s feeling about her relationship with her boyfriend
who she really loved. In this song, Adele felt bored, lonely and angry. She also
felt so sad when she got stuck with her relationship with him. She was very
insulted when she remembered how the relationship was over. She confessed that
she was very angry with him who had betrayed her.

Basically, this song was talking about an expression of Adele’s sadness
and anger to her boyfriend who had betrayed her. Her boyfriend, who had loved
Adele, became someone who made her really sad. Her sadness of losing him
changed into anger. She finally realized that he was really bad. Later, she was
looking for revenge against him by telling other people how he really is. Although
she hurted, she did not want to be drowned in her deep sadness. When the
relationship was finally over, she was happy and ready to move on. She hoped
that in the future he would regret himself.

The message of this song was that she wanted to be stronger after her
broken hearted. She did not want to be drowned more into deep sadness because
of her boyfriend who had betrayed her. By writing this song, she tried to show
that she was not a sad person when she was broken hearted. She did not need to be

sad and shy when her boyfriend hurted her and left her.



B) The Song Lyric of Someone Like You

I heard that you're settled down (1)
That you found a girl and you're married now
| heard that your dreams came true
Guess she gave you things I didn't give to you (2)

Old friend, why are you so shy? (3)
Ain't like you to hold back or hide from the light (4)

| hate to turn up out (5) of the blue uninvited (6)
But I couldn't stay away, | couldn't fight it (7)
I had hoped you'd see my face and that you'd be reminded
That for me it isn't over

Never mind, I'll find someone like you
| wish nothing but the best for you too
Don't forget me, | begged
I remember you said,
Sometimes it lasts in love but sometimes it hurts instead,
Sometimes it lasts in love but sometimes it hurts instead
Yeah

You'd know how the time flies (8)
Only yesterday (9) was the time of our lives (10)
We were born (11) and raised (12)
In a summer haze (13)
Bound by the surprise of our glory days (14)

Nothing compares
No worries or cares
Regrets and mistakes
They are memories made.
Who would have known how bittersweet this would taste?



4.1.2 The Analysis of the Words or Phrases Containing Connotative

Meaning in Adele’s Song Entitled Someone Like You

a) Word/phrase in context : [ heard that you 're settled down (1)
Denotative meaning . - settle: make one’s home in
- down : from a high to a low level
Connotative meaning - living well organized
“Settled down” connotatively meant living well organized. The meaning
I heard that you're settled down in the lyric described Adele’s (as the
writer of the song) expression which heard about her boyfriend who had
found his new love and life by getting married with another woman. He

also was living harmoniously with his wife.

b) Word/phrase in context . Guess she gave you things | didn't
give to you (2)
Denotative meaning : any material object; belongings
Connotative meaning : happiness or peacefulness
“Things” in connotative meaning refered to the non material object, such
as happiness or peacefulness. So, the lyric guess she gave you things I
didn't give to you meant that the girl who is married by Adele’s boyfriend

gave him happiness or peacefulness which Adele did not gave to him.



c) Word/phrase in context - old friend, why are you so shy? (3)
Denotative meaning .- old: having lived a long time
- friend: person, not a relation, whom
one knows and likes well
Connotative meaning : Adele’s boyfriend
“Old friend” connotatively meant to Adele’s boyfriend. So, the lyric old
friend, why are you so shy? was the question to Adele’s boyfriend who
had already accompanied her for a long time why he feels so shy to tell

Adele the truth about his life now.

d) Word/phrase in context . ain’t like you to hold back or hide
from the light (4)
Denotative meaning . (of a place) well provided with light
Connotative meaning - reality
“Light” refered to the reality. The meaning ain 't like you to hold back or
hide from the light in the lyric was the expression for Adele’s boyfriend

who has no strength to face the reality.

e) Word/phrase in context .| hate to turn up out (5) of the blue
uninvited (6)
Denotative meaning : - turn up out: appear with surprise and

unexpected



- blue: coloured like the sky on a clear
day or the deep sea when the sun is
shinning

- uninvited: not ask somebody to do
something

Connotative meaning . - turn up: being drowned
- blue: sadness
- uninvited: unwanted
“To turn up out” In connotative meaning was being drowned and “the
blue uninvited” in connotative meaning was unwanted sadness. The
meaning | hate to turn up out of the blue uninvited in the lyric was the
expression for Adele who did not like being drowned into sadness and

despair after losing her love.

f)  Word/phrase in context . but I couldn’t stay away, I couldn’t
fight it (7)
Denotative meaning :use the force of the body or of

weapons (against)
Connotative meaning : survive
“Fight” connotatively meant Adele’s survival. So, the lyric but I
couldn’t stay away, I couldn’t fight it meant that she tried to survive after

she heard that her boyfriend had already married.



g) Word/phrase in context - you'd know how the time flies (8)
Denotative meaning - move through the air as bird does, or
in an aircraft
Connotative meaning : change
“Flies” connotatively meant change. The lyric you’d know how the time
flies was the expression for Adele’s boyfriend who knew how the time

changed so fast.

h) Word/phrase in context - only yesterday (9) was the time of our
lives (10)
Denotative meaning : - yesterday: the day before today

- live: living; not dead

Connotative meaning . - yesterday: remembrance (which
present to Adele’s mind)

- live: the relationship
“Yesterday” connotatively meant remembrance (which present to
Adele’s mind) whereas “our lives” connotatively meant the relationship
between Adele and her boyfriend. The lyric only yesterday was the time
of our lives meant the remembrance of Adele’s relationship that present

to her mind but it was already over.

i)~ Word/phrase in context - we were born (11) and raised (12)

Denotative meaning . - born: come into the world by birth



- raised: lift or move something to a
higher level
Connotative meaning . - were born: to meet for the first time
(Adele and her boyfriend)
- raised: go through the relationship
“Were born” connotatively meant to meet for the first time, whereas
“raised” connotatively meant go through the relationship. The lyric we
were born and raised showed Adele’s journey of love from the time she

met her boyfriend for the first time until the time they separated.

J)  Word/phrase in context : in a summer haze (13)

Denotative meaning : - summer: the warmest season of the
year (in countries outside = the
tropics)

- haze: thin mist
Connotative meaning : cheerful ambience
“A summer haze” in connotative meaning indicated cheerful ambience.
So, the lyric in a summer haze showed Adele’s happiness in her

relationship with her boyfriend.

k) Word/phrase in context . bound by the surprise of our glory
days (14)

Denotative meaning : fame, praise of honour in a day



Connotative meaning - happiness in the relationship
“Glory days’ connotatively showed happiness in the relationship. The
meaning bound by the surprise of our glory days in the lyric showed to
the days which were filled with happiness in Adele’s relationship with

her boyfriend.

4.1.2.1  The Message Contained in Someone Like You

Someone Like You was the last song which was recorded in Adele’s album
21. In this song, Adele tried to explain a moment of her patience when she could
not do anything with the end of her relationship. Her relationship was not a happy
ending relationship. Her boyfriend finally left her and built his new life with his
wife. Then, Adele felt as she was fine without him.

Basically, Someone Like You was talking about the man who Adele really
loved. They had been already together for a long time and had a happy
relationship. When it was over, she could accept the situation having her
boyfriend got married. She only wished him the best because she still loves him
more than anything. Furthermore, she asked him not to forget her and their
memaories.

The message of this song was that she wanted to be sincere and wise to
accept the situation that her relationship was over with her boyfriend. This song
also gave a positive influence for her because it changed Adele’s mind from
sadness into patience to accept the situation that her boyfriend was happy with his

new life with another woman. She did not need to be desperate by expecting much



on him again. In any way, she has to think wisely that sometimes love did not
work well as in fairy tales, but sometimes it could work so badly and caused a

heartache.

4.2 Discussion

This part was the discussion of the whole data to answer the problem
proposed in the previous chapter. From the finding which was described above, it
could be concluded that Adele’s songs entitled Rolling in the Deep contained of
twenty words or phrases containing connotative meanings that tell about Adele’s
sadness which changed into anger to her boyfriend who had betrayed her. Later,
Someone Like You contained of fourteen words or phrases containing connotative
meanings which told about Adele’s sincerity and patience to accept that she and
her boyfriend could not be together in love.

Denotative meaning has no taste or feeling in giving the meaning of the
song, whereas the connotative meaning has the sense of meaning of the song. The
words or phrases containing connotative meaning in the two songs in Adele’s
album 21 mostly narrated about love reflecting a sadness that she has to face in
her relationship. However, the song reflecting Adele’s happiness in love still
exists in the album.

Moreover, the researcher found that the strengths of the song lyrics were in
the diction, the theme, and the different sense of sadness which was expressed her
honesty. The diction used of the song lyrics was unique. It could be seen through
the words or phrases containing connotative meanings in the two songs. For

example, the phrase Rolling in the Deep. It connotatively meant Adele’s sadness




changed into anger. Her sadness happened because of losing her love. This song
became masterpiece of her album 21 because she knew how to express her
emotions and feelings by using connotative words. Later, in the lyric Go ‘head

and sell me out, Adele used the phrases “go ‘head” and “sell me out” t0 express

connotatively her disappointment and ignorance to her boyfriend and let him go.

Furthermore, in the lyric I'll lay your shit bare, the phrase “shit bare”

connotatively meant that Adele tried to uncover her boyfriend’s badness that he
was a betrayer. It became Adele’s revenge because of her disappointment.

Another example was in the lyric every piece of you that connotatively refered to

memories of Adele’s boyfriend. The lyric See how | leave with every piece of you

was the expression of Adele’s condition that she left every memorable moment
with her boyfriend after her relationship was over. The uniqueness was in the use
of word “piece” to describe the memory of love between them.

In the song entitled Someone Like You, the lyric | hate to turn up out of the

blue uninvited has connotative meaning as the expression for Adele who did not
like to be drowned into sadness and despair after losing her love. In the lyric We

were born and raised, the phrases “were born” and ‘“raised” connotatively

refered to Adele’s journey of love. Those phrases described about the time she
and he met for the first time and they went through the relationship until the time
they separated. Later, the phrase “a summer haze” connotatively meant cheerful
ambience. It showed Adele’s happiness in her relationship with her former
boyfriend which could be described as summer. Another example was in the use

of the word “fight” in the lyric But I couldn’t stay away. I couldn’t fight it. It




connotatively meant Adele’s survival. The lyric meant that she tried to survive
after she heard that her boyfriend had already married with another woman.

The use of some connotative words affected the reader’s feeling. In writing
the song lyrics, Adele knew how to use certain connotative words or phrases in
order to build the reader’s interpretation for example in expressing love,
happiness, sincere and sadness. For example the phrase that expressed anger was

in the lyric It’s bringing me out the dark. “Dark” connotatively meant hidden

personality. The lyric it’s bringing me out the dark meant that Adele finally knew
clearly about her boyfriend’s personality. It showed that her boyfriend has bad
personality which was a betrayer.

Next, the example of the phrase showed her sadness of his betrayal was in

the lyric The scars of your love and And you played it, to the beat. The former

connotatively meant Adele’s boyfriend betrayal that made her hurt and latter
showed that she became sadder because her boyfriend hurted her again and again.

Later, in the lyric Make a home down there, the phrase “make a home”

connotatively indicated that her boyfriend should stay for a long time in there. The
word “there” meant as his deep sadness showed in the previous lyric “think of me

in depths of your despair ”. The other example was in the lyric Finally | can see

you crystal clear. The phrase “crystal clear”, connotatively meant Adele

boyfriend’s obvious behaviour. The lyric meant that Adele finally could see how

he really is. You had my heart inside your hand showed another expression of her

feeling. The lyric connotatively showed that she really loved him more than

anyone. By using the word “heart”, she tried to describe that her love was big to



her boyfriend. Last, in the lyric Count your blessings to find what you look for.
The word “blessings” in connotative meaning meant to love and all things that
Adele’s boyfriend already got. The lyric showed that Adele already gave him her
love and all things include care and happiness. Nevertheless, he left her so badly.
In the song entitled Someone Like You, the phrase that refered to Adele’s

boyfriend was in the lyric Old friend, why are you so shy.”Old friend”

connotatively meant to Adele’s boyfriend as her old friend who had already
accompanied her for a long time. Later, the word “light” in the lyric Ain’t like you

to hold back or hide from the light, connotatively meant to the reality that Adele’s

boyfriend has to deal with. Later, in the lyric Bound by the surprise of our glory

days, the phrase “glory days” connotatively meant to the days which were filled
with happiness in Adele’s relationship with her boyfriend. They were very happy
with the relationship but in fact, Adele knew that it was not a happy ending
relationship. The other dictions of the songs, like “a fire”, “a fever pitch”,
“breathless”, “open door”, “treasured gold”, “head burn”, “soul”, ‘“settled
down”, “things”, “our lives” were used to get poetical and aesthetic values.
Those words or phrases not only interpreted the denotative meaning, but also
more in connotative meaning that of course needed more interpretation of the
reader’s emotional feeling.

The use of diction in the song lyrics played an important role in creating
connotative meanings in the reader’s mind. The interpretation of the connotative
meaning of the words or phrases in Adele’s song lyrics in the reader’s mind could

be different from one person into another, because different people has different



perception and thought based on their own backgrounds. So, the conclusion was
that the findings of the study supported the theory proposed by Alice Mwihaki’s
(2004) and Geoffrey Finch’s (1998) about connotative meaning as has been
discussed in chapter 11.

Based on the findings of the message contained in Rolling in the Deep and
Someone Like You, the conclusion was that both of them had similar theme about
sadness of losing love but they gave different sense. The message of the first song
was that she wanted to be stronger after her broken hearted. She did not want to
be drowned more into deep sadness because of her boyfriend who had betrayed
her. When the relationship was finally over, she was happy and ready to move on.
Later, the message of the second song was that she wanted to be sincere and wise
to accept the situation that her relationship was over. Adele changed her sadness
into patience to accept the situation that her boyfriend was happy with his new
life. She did not need to be desperate by expecting much on him again.

Later on the findings of the message of the two song lyrics, there was a
relationship between dictions containing connotative meaning and message
delivered. The dictions containing connotative meaning were contribute to
represent Adele’s feeling and emotion showed sadness, happiness, anger and
patience. The dictions were also used to show the aesthetic and sincerity values to
strengthen the theme of the songs. So, the messages of the songs could be well
delivered to her fans as her listeners.

Moreover, the songs entitled Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You

were enough to explain that Adele has a bad relationship with the man named
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CHAPTERV

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

This chapter consist of conclusions of this research and suggestions for
the next researchers who are interested in analysing connotative meaning of the

song lyrics.

5.1 Conclusions

This study was intended to find out the words or phrases containing
connotative meaning and revealed the message of the song lyrics related to
Adele’s life experience in her album 21. Two songs lyrics were chosen
purposively as the data which has many connotative meanings. Based on the
previous discussion, the researcher has identified that Rolling in the Deep. has
twenty words or phrases containing connotative meaning and Someone Like You
has fourteen words or phrases containing connotative meaning. The connotative
meaning has a sense of feeling more than denotative meaning. Connotative
meanings has unclear meaning, it is implicit and has no explanation in the
dictionary and it has an additional meaning related to the sense of feeling to tell
his or her ideas to the listeners.

The researcher has also analysed the messages which have similar theme
about sadness of losing love in the two song lyrics. The message contained in
Rolling in the Deep was that Adele wanted to be stronger after her broken hearted.

When the relationship was finally over, she was happy and ready to move on.



Later, the message contained in Someone Like You was that she wanted to be
sincere and wise to accept the situation that her relationship was over. She did not
need to be desperate by expecting much on her boyfriend again. In short, both of
the songs have positive influence for Adele that she has to move on her life
although there were so many obstacles in her love life.

Later, in this study the researcher has also identified the dictions of words
or phrases containing connotative meaning in Adele’s songs were unique. They
used to show the aesthetic and sincerity values to strengthen the theme of the
songs. Adele as the writer of the song used the dictions according to the situation
and emotion which was emphasized her anger and sincerity when she went
through the relationship. Therefore, the dictions containing connotative meaning
were also contributed to deliver the messages of the songs to her fans as her
listeners.

In addition, the researcher concluded that the songs entitled Rolling in the
Deep and Someone Like You represent Adele’s sadness of losing love. The
interpretations of the connotative meaning of words or phrases were discussed
based on the context of Adele’s songs. So, it was impossible for the readers to

interpret the song lyrics without considering the co-text on the lyrics.

5.2 Suggestions

This study was intended to analyse the connotative meaning and revealed
the message of the song lyrics related to Adele’s life experience in Adele’s album
21. There were many other elements that have not been analysed yet. Therefore

the researcher suggested the next researchers analyse other song lyrics and
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APPENDICES



Appendix 1
1. Song Lyric of Rolling in the Deep

There's a fire starting in my heart
Reaching a fever pitch, it's bringing me out the dark
Finally I can see you crystal clear
Go 'head and sell me out and I'll lay your shit bare
See how I leave with every piece of you
Don't underestimate the things that | will do

The scars of your love remind me of us
They keep me thinking that we almost had it all
The scars of your love, they leave me breathless
I can't help feeling

We could have it all
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
Rolling in the deep
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)
You had my heart inside your hand
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
And you played it, to the beat
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)

Baby, | have no story to be told
But I've heard one on you
And I'm gonna make your head burn
Think of me in the depths of your despair
Make a home down there
As mine sure won't be shared

Could have had it all
Rolling in the deep
You had my heart inside your hand
But you played it, with a beating

Throw your soul through every open door
Count your blessings to find what you look for



Turn my sorrow into treasured gold

You'll pay me back in kind and reap just what you've sown

(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
We could have had it all
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)
We could have had it all
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
Itall, it all, itall
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)

We could have had it all
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
Rolling in the deep
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)
You had my heart inside your hand
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
And you played it to the beat
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)

We could have had it all
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)
Rolling in the deep
(Tears are gonna fall, rolling in the deep)
You had my heart inside your hand
(You're gonna wish you never had met me)

But you played it
You played it
You played it
You played it to the beat.



Appendix 2
1. Song Lyric of Someone Like You

I heard that you're settled down
That you found a girl and you're married now.
I heard that your dreams came true.
Guess she gave you things I didn't give to you.

Old friend, why are you so shy?
Ain't like you to hold back or hide from the light.

| hate to turn up out of the blue uninvited
But I couldn't stay away, I couldn't fight it.
I had hoped you'd see my face and that you'd be reminded
That for me it isn't over.

Never mind, I'll find someone like you
| wish nothing but the best for you too
Don't forget me, | begged
| remember you said,
Sometimes it lasts in love but sometimes it hurts instead,
Sometimes it lasts in love but sometimes it hurts instead
Yeah

You'd know how the time flies
Only yesterday was the time of our lives
We were born and raised
In a summer haze
Bound by the surprise of our glory days

Nothing compares
No worries or cares
Regrets and mistakes
They are memories made.
Who would have known how bittersweet this would taste?



Appendix 3

1.

The Transcript of Adele’s Interview (Rolling in the Deep)
Length: 1:40

Rolling in the Deep is the first song on the alboum and the first single and |
guess it is so so of my music — and worth for me.

It was my reactions to be untold. My life is kind of boring and lonely and
rubbish and | was a weak person if | only stay on the relationship.
So, yeah I was very insulted and I’'m, you know that it is so fucky.

A lot of — A lot of shits to get me that I’'m very upset and crazy and I’m back
to angry and my heart I can’t really — my blood flowing into my —

It is all about pull of it, pull of whoooff — that I’'m of exactly the kind of thing
he had on mind to do with me — I didn’t be expecting that — just because it is
a very indie and I’'m being very pop, so I was just open ended up being match
made in heaven well it is amazing right with so many ideas just pull a lot out
of me my voice out — so | never ever knew | could hear.



Appendix 4

2. The Transcript of Adele’s Interview (Someone Like You)
Length: 2:30

Someone Like You is the last song on the record and it was an again | guess |
can really open that | was right, |1 was feeling impressionable, pretty lonely.

It was kind of contradict with Rolling in the Deep where it feels like I'm
gonna be fine without you and it was makes me a kind of —on my knees.

Yeah, well I mean that the relationship, the entire of the records about this. It
is really some doppings for me. Someone Like You changes me in a really
good way. It is really made me who | am. The moment, you know, then I
should be able — the relationship. Oh | hope so, but | hope it changes me in a
fine way but

I can’t imagine being about foe and looking for him again and turning upset
when he with a beautiful wife, some beautiful kids and it is completely happy
and I’m still on my own. It is kind of this, it is kind about that and it is I'm
quite scared of that. It is kind of fully mad.

On that innocent — on the younger innocents — annoying | even childish and
innocent and dumb and | think even | lot growing face — with mature and
when I’m wise and be on my age think it was I’'m on this one. You know it is
kind of a little bit more about myself and I'm excepting of rejection of my
famz and | — you know, upsets me but I can deal with it, you know, I’m in it
Is no | just make questions on myself that my G—probably should be my be
questioned, but I think this, the entire of the record , it is kind of grown up or
mature and since he when — that leave it, it is just set for Someone Like You
that it is the best fierce.

Stubborn on, I’'m being stubborn even I'm saying it but I can’t really hope, it
can be just forever, it is just the way he done and that — something that |
really alone in last a year.

Why, why I’ve kind of been the covering, where it is been happen and | feel
better, | feel alive and healthy for not dwelling of it too much.
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